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FOREWORD 


In  asking  the  public  to  read  this  little  book, 
I do  not  by  any  means  wish  to  leave  the  impres- 
sion that  I am  presenting  something  new, — these 
are  only  old  truths  presented  in  a different  way. 

Some  twenty-five  years  ago  when  I first  came 
in  contact  with  the  people  who  preached  the  ex- 
perience of  the  Baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit  for 
believers,  I noticed  they  used  so  much  the  words 
“Pentecost”  and  “Pentecostal.”  They  gave  no 
explanation  as  to  why  such  terms  should  be  used 
to  refer  to  an  experience  of  believers  for  the 
present  time.  I at  once  began  the  study  of  the 
subject,  but  could  find  nothing  which  was  satis- 
factory until  I made  a careful  examination  of  the 
Old  Testament  Feasts.  I soon  found  that  they 
were  types,  and  that  their  anti-types  were  clearly 
seen  in  the  New  Testament. 

The  contents  of  this  book  are  condensed  lec- 
tures and  addresses  which  were  given  in  the  Bible 
classes  and  in  the  chapel  services  at  Trevecca 
College.  My  purpose  has  been  to  condense  each 
chapter  enough  that  the  average  individual  with 
his  many  cares  and  responsibilities  would  feel 


that  he  could  afford  to  take  the  time  to  read  it, 
and  at  the  same  time  I have  tried  to  guard 
against  the  cold  statement  of  facts.  In  doing 
this,  some  thoughts  have  not  been  developed  as 
they  should  have  been,  and  some  truths  have 
failed  to  get  their  full  value  of  attention.  To  the 
careful  reader  there  may  seem  to  be  some  repe- 
tition, and  there  is.  By  this,  I hoped  to  empha- 
size the  important  truths  and  thereby  help  the 
reader  to  see  the  relation  of  the  Pentecostal  ex- 
perience to  other  experiences  and  coming  events. 

If  this  book  is  a failure  it  will  be  due  either 
to  its  brevity,  or  to  my  inability  to  present  the 
subject  clearly  or  in  an  appreciable  manner.  This 
book  is  not  the  outgrowth  of  a few  days  or  months 
of  investigation,  but  represents  years  of  care- 
ful study  of  “Pentecost.” 

No  doubt  because  of  much  reading  about  the 
office  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  I have  used 
thoughts  of  other  writers,  yet  I can  recall  none 
except  from  Mr.  Cummin’s  book,  “Through  the 
Eternal  Spirit.”  The  chart  is  not  altogether 
original ; the  ideas  have  been  gathered  from  oth- 
er charts  and  then  sketched  and  refinished. 
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CHAPTER  I. 
PENTECOST. 


Pentecost,  in  origin,  is  entirely  an  Old  Testa- 
mei^  wor3.  While  all  the  feasts  haVe  antitypes 
iiTthe  New  Testament,  yet,  the  word,  Pentecost, 
is  theTihly  orie^hich  has  been  brought  over  into 
the  New  Testament  and  is  applied  today  by  the 
Ch^ch  to  a spiritual  experience  which  may  be 
received  only  by  Believers.  It  is  very  conclusive 
that  if  we  understand  this  experience,  referred  to 
in  the  church  dispensation  as  the  Pentecostal  ex- 
perience, we  must  understand  its  type,  the  Pente- 
costal Feast.  This  feast  is  literally  described  for 
us  in  the  Old  Testament  laws,  and  explained  to 
us  in  the  records  o?  JewislT  customs. 

In^  studying  the  Jewish  feasts  we  readily  see 
that  f entecost  held  the  central  place'between  the 
^assover  Feast,\and  the  (Feast  of  TabernaclesV 
THeTifsITanH  last  feast  of  tW  year.  Therefore,  itl 
is  very  important  that  we  study  the  feasts  and 
their  vital  relation  to  this  central  feast — Pente- 
cost. There  were  seven  Jewish  feasts:  the 'Pass- 
over  feast;^e  Peasf  of  Unleavened  bread,  ^east 
oF"  PirSt-fruits^Feast  of  Pentecost,  ^ Feist  of 
TrumpetsXFeast  of  Atonement,  and'  Feast  of 
Tabernacles. 

The  first  three  were  all  held  during  one  week. 
This  was'‘t»Bed-4heP^50V'6T  week.  On  the  14th 
day  of^e  month,  the  Passover  was  held,  and  the 
unleavened  bread  on  the  15th,  and  the  Feast  of 
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First  Fruits  on  the  16th.  These  feasts  were  held 
respectively  on  the  5th,  6th,  and  1st  days  of  the 
week.  These  were  all  beautifully  fulfilled  in  the 
death,  burial,  and  resurrection  of  Christ. 

The  Passover  speaks  of  the  redemption  of 
the  children  of  Israel  by  brood  from  the  bondage 
of  Egypt.  Egypt  has  always  been  considered  the 
type  of  the  wotld,_or  sInT^n3~fHus,  Jesus  Chirst, 
through  the  shedding  of  His  blood  has  redeemed 
us  from  sin,  thereby  becoming  our  Passover,  the 
slain  Lamb  of  Gk>d.  (1  Cor.  5:7). 

In  the  Feast  of  the  Unleavened  Bread,  we 
find  the  type  of  His  broken  body.  In  this  bread 
there  was  not  allowed  any  leaven,  for  leaven  is 
always  a type  of  sin,  or  impurity,  and  in  Him, 
could  be  found  no  guile.  When  God  was  giving  to 
Moses  the  law.  He  specifically  stated  that  Leaven 
must  not  be  used  for  any  holy  purpose.  (Ex.  12  : 
15).  Then  we  find  in  the  New  Testament  that 
Paul  speaks  of  it,  as  a figure  of  “malice,”  and 
“wickedness.”  (1  Cor.  5:8).  Leaven  was  not 
used  in  any  of  the  Jewish  Feasts  except  Pente- 
cost. ■ So  careful  were  they  concerning  the  use  of 
leaven  during  the  Passover  Week,  that,  we  are 
told  by  most  authorities,  they  even  sent  a com- 
mittee into  the  homes  to  search  carefully  for  any 
leaven  that  might  be  left  over,  or  that  might  be 
concealed  in  any  of  the  cracks  or  crevices  of  the 
house.  The  forbidding  of  the  use  of  leaven  in 
any  of  the  feasts,  except  Pentecost,  certainly  has 
its  significance.  We  want  to  call  your  special 
attention  to  this  at  this  time,  in  order  that  you 


PENTECOST 


9 


may  be  able  to  understand  the  use  of  leaven  in 
the  two  loaves  of  bread  which  were  used  in  the 
celebration  of  the  Pentecostal  Feast. 

The  Feast  of  First  Fruits  which  was  held  on 
the  first  day  of  the  week,  began  by  selecting  a 
committee  who  on  the  fifth  day  (our  Thursday), 
went  into  the  barley  Selds,  as  barley  was  the  first 
grain  that  ripened,  and  located  a place  where  the 
grain  was  ripe.  This  place  was  marked  off,  and 
on  the  sixth  day,  (Friday),  this  ripened  grain 
was  cut  and  bound  into  bundles  or  sheaves,  which 
was  laid  away  over  the  Sabbath  until  the  first 
day  (our  Sunday).  It  was  then  removed  from 
the  place  where  it  had  remained  during  the  Sab- 
bath and  early  on  the  morning  of  the  first  day 
waved  before  the  Lord.  In  this  way,  they  cele- 
brated the  first  fruits  of  the  harvest.  How  beau- 
tifully was  this  fulfilled  in  the  betrayal,  the  cru- 
cifixion and  resurrection  of  our  Lord.  On  the 
fifth  day  (our  Thursday)  Judas  agreed  to  the 
High  Priest  to  betray  Christ  for  the  thirty  pieces 
of  silver;  on  Friday,  their  sixth  day.  He  was 
crucified,  and  on  their  seventh  day,  or  Sabbath, 
He  was,  as  they  thought,  securely  placed  in  the 
new  tomb  of  Joseph  which  was  secured  by  the 
Roman  seal,  and  around  which  was  stationed  for 
further  protection,  the  Roman  guards. 

But  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  our  Sabbath, 
while  the  Jews  were  waving  the  sheaves  of  bar- 
ley before  the  Lord,  celebrating  the  first  fruits 
of  the  harvest,  our  Lord  was  resurrected,  and 
thereby  became  the  first  fruits  of  those  who  slept. 
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yes,  the  first  fruits  of  the  resurrection  of  the 
dead.  (1  Cor.  15:22-2S).  The  further  resurrec- 
tion of  the  dead,  as  Paul  tells  us,  shall  be  the  har- 
vest of  the  dead  in  Christ.  (1  Thess.  4:14-17). 
Dating  from  the  Feast  of  the  First  Fruits,  the 
Jews  were  to  count  seven  Sabbaths,  or  forty-nine 
days.  These  days  must  be  passed,  and  on  the 
morning  of  the  fiftieth  day  they  began  the  cele- 
bration of  the  Pentecostal  Feast.  The  interval 
between  the  Feast  of  the  First  Fruits  and  the 
Pentecostal  Feast  is  spoken  of  as  the  “Feast  of 
Weeks.”  This  began  with  the  First  Fruits,  and 
closed  with  the  Pentecostal  Feast.  (Lev.  2S:15- 
22).  However,  there  was  no  celebration  during 
these  forty-nine  days.  This  was  harvest  time. 
The  Pentecostal  Feast  was  held  at  the  time  the 
crops  were  harvested.  Wheat  had  now  ripened, 
and  they  took  two  loaves  of  bread  made  from  the 
wheat  harvested  that  year.  Leaven  was  placed 
in  the  flour  from  which  these  two  loaves  of  bread 
were  baked.  At  this  time  they  consecrated  the 
bread  unto  the  Lord,  which  signified  their  conse- 
cration of  the  entire  harvest  of  that  year.  At 
this  time,  also,  they  made  the  whole  burnt  offer- 
ing, a meal  offering,  a peace  offering,  and  a sin 
offering.  However  there  was  no  trespass  offer- 
ing made  at  this  time.  Atfer  this  service  of  con- 
secration, and  after  these  offerings  had  been 
made,  these  two  loaves  of  bread  were  again  waved 
before  the  Lord,  and  there  was  rejoicing  on  the 
part  of  everyone  because  of  the  blessings  of  God 
upon  their  labors  of  the  year. 
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The  celebration  of  this  feast  continued 
throughout  the  day  until,  it  is  said,  that  some 
later  in  the  day  drank  too  much  wine,  and  by 
afternoon,  became  intoxicated. 

The  two  loaves  of  bread  used  in  this  feast  can 
be  no  other  than  the  type  of  the  church  composed 
of  J>otlr'^Sw“aiid  Gentile.  Our  Lord  tells  us  in 
the  13th  chapter  of  Matthew  that  the  wheat  is 
the  typ?rrrftE^  children  of  God.  We  can  easily  see 
why  they  did  not  allow  leaven  in  the  Feasts  of  the 
P^sover  week  because  these  feasts  were  the  type 
of^sus  Christ  in  whom  there  is  no  sin;  but  in 
the  loaves  of  bread  which  were  a type  of  the 
chufcECTeaven  was  used,  showing  that  in  the 
church  there  is  sin.  This  is  in  harmony  with  the 
doctrine  of  all  evangelical  churches — ^that  the 
principle  of  sin  isjn  the  hearts  of  believers.  We 
see  now  why  it  was  not  necessary,  at  this  time,  to 
make  transgress  oiferings.  The  church  does  not 
commit  sin  so  there  is  no  need  for  an  offering  for 
committed  sin;  but  there  is  need  of  an  atone- 
ment for  inherited  sin. 

It  must  be  borne  in  mind  that  there  could 
absolutely  be  no  Pentecostal  Feast  without  the 
Passover  Feast.  It  dated  back  from  the  close  of 
the  Passover  week  and  the  time  was  dependent 
upon  Passover.  It  should  be  borne  in  mind  also, 
that  there  could  be  no  Feast  of  Trumpets,  Atone- 
ment, or  Tabernacles  without  the  Pentecostal 
Feast  as  they  were  dated  from  the  close  of  Pen- 
tecost. 

There  are  certain  characteristics  of  the  Jew- 
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ish  feast,  Pentecost,  which  should  be  mentioned 
at  this  time.  While  it  takes  its  name  from  the 
number  of  days  from  the  close  of  the  Feast  of 
First  Fruits,  yet  it  was  supposed  to  always  mark 
the  day  of  the  giving  of  the  law  from  Mtr.  Sinai. 
This  is  not  expressly  given  in  the  Scrip- 
tures, yet  we  find  that  there  is  a beautiful 
significance  which  may  be  connected  with  it,  for 
Jeremiah  tells  us  in  the  31st  Chapter,  beginning 
with  the  31st  verse,  “Behold  the  days  come,  saith 
the  Lord,  that  I will  make  a new  covenant  with 
the  House  of  Israel,  and  with  the  House  of  Ju- 
dah; not  according  to  the  covenant  I made  with 
their  fathers  in  the  day  I took  them  by  the  hand 
to  bring  them  out  of  the  land  of  Egypt;  which 
covenant  they  brake  although  I was  a husband 
unto  themT^aith  the  Lord;  but  this  shall  be  the 
covenant  that  I will  make  with  you.  House  of 
Israel. 

After  those  days,  saith  the  Lord,  I will  put 
my  law  in  their  inward  parts,  and  write  it  in 
their  hearts;  and  I will  be  their  Cod,  and  they 
shall  be  my  people.” 

We  also  see  that  Paul  in  2nd  Cor.  3:3  referred 
to  the  writing  of  the  law  by  the  spirit  of  the 
living  God,  not  in  tables  of  stone,  but  in  the  flesh- 
ly tables  of  the  heart.  Another  characteristic  of 
Pentecost  was  the  dedication  of  the  harvest,  it 
being  then  presented  unto  God  and  waved  before 
Him.  What  a beautiful  reminder  of  our  entire 
consecration.  As  has  been  mentioned,  another 
characteristic  of  Pentecost  was,  that  there  was 
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always  leaven  used  in  the  loaves  which  were 
waved  before  the  Lord. 

In  the  light  of  these  facts,  we  may  ask  why 
Pentecost  should  be  chosen  for  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.  Our  answer  can  only  be  explained 
in  the  following  chapters  as  we  are  able  to  go 
further  into  the  subject.  Here  we  may  say  that 
it  was  the  Jubilee  day  after  the  Paschal  Sacri- 
fice, and  the  Resurrection,  the  day  of  joy  and 
freedom  and  of  proclaiming  the  Glad  Tidings. 
It  was  the  day  on  which  the  Lord  answered  by 
fire  the  offerings  of  His  people  even  though  they 
were  unworthy.  In  view  of  these  things  we  can 
understand  the  preaching  of  John  the  Baptist 
when  he  referred  to  the  day  when  Christ  would 
baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  with  fire. 


CHAPTER  II. 


PENTECOST  AND  ITS  ANTI-TYPE. 

We  may  be  assured  that  God  would  not  have 
had  Moses  make  a record  of  the  different  feasts, 
and  of  the  ceremonies  used  in  connection  with 
the  worship  of  the  Jews  just  for  the  sake  of  hav- 
ing some  form  of  worship,  or  to  have  something 
to  entertain  the  people.  All  of  these  things  were 
recorded  to  teach  spiritual  truths  In  Hie  homing 
dispensation.  We  find  in  2nd  Timothy  3 :16,  “All 
scripture  is  given  by  inspiration  of  God,  and  is 
profitable  for  doctrine,  for  reproof, “for  corfe'c- 
tion,  for  instruction  in  righteousness.”  The 
question  readily  arises,  “what  scripture?”  It 
evidently  is  referring  to  that  which  was  record- 
ed by  Moses  and  the  prophets,  for  at  this  time 
there  was  nothing  else  that  was  recognized  as 
scripture.  We  would  note  that  it  said  ALL 
scripture;  not  that  we  could  take  out  certain 
parts  and  say  “this  is  profitable,”  but  everything 
that  God  had  holy  men  of  old  to  write,  is  profita- 
ble to  us  for  doctrine  that  the  man  of  God  might 
be  perfect.  So  then,  we  conclude  that  the  record 
of  the  Pentecostal  Feast  is  scripture,  and  that 
it,  too,  is  profitable  for  doctrine,  and  for  the  per- 
fection of  the  man  of  God. 

In  the  study  of  this  type,  we  can  only  study  the 
outward  ceremony,  and  from  that  we  should  be 
able  to  have  some  idea  of  the  inward  experience 
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which  the  early  church  received,  and  that  which 
individuals  on  down  through  the  church  dispen- 
sation have  enjoyed.  There  are  some  things  we 
must  consider  in  studying  this  type.  We  cannot 
add  to,  or  take  from  the  anti-type  that  which  was 
not  found  in  the  type,  though  there  might  have 
been  some  extraordinary  happenings  at  the  time 
of  the  fulfillment  of  the  type.  The  chief  instances 
given  to  us  in  the  type,  must  be  clearly  seen  in  the 
anti-type.  On  the  other  hand,  we  cannot  take 
from  the  type  something  which  God  had  recorded, 
simply  because  we  cannot  see  the  reason  for  it  in 
the  anti-type;  or  because  it  does  not  harmonize 
with  our  system  of  theology,  articles  of  faith,  or 
the  doctrines  which  we  have  been  taught.  It  is 
not  for  us  to  add  to,  or  take  from  the  type  to 
make  it  harmonize  with  that  which  we  have  been 
taught,  or  that  which  we  believe  to  be  the  neces- 
sary thing.  So  there  is  a danger  in  this  study  of 
carrying  the  type  too  far,  or  of  not  carrying  it 
far  enough. 

Pentecost  began  on  the  first  day  of  the  week — 
‘‘tomorfoW’‘^fter  the  Sabba^  The. day  itself, 
h6wgvsr,ifeptn  the  even^^  before,  at  sunset*  w 
twilightj^'aS*  th^"J'gWfsh  day^^^^w^  from  sundown 
to  sundown.  But  the  feast  itself  was  not  ob- 
served until  the  next  morning  at  the  beginning  of 
the  day,  or  “when  the  day  was  fully  come.”  The 
time  of  year  was  the  close  of  harvest ; the  crops 
had  been  gathered,  and  the  wheat  ripened  and 
harvested.  It  had  been  a busy  time  from  the 
Feast  of  First  Fruits  to  the  Pentecostal  Feast, 
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because  it  was  harvest  time.  In  the  interval  be- 
tween the  two  there  was  no  convocation  of  the 
people,  so_P^entecost  was  the  close  of  the  harvest. 
The  i>eople  were  now  enjoying  the  bread  made 
from  the  new  crop  of  wheat.  This  was  the  time 
to  honor  God  for  His  goodness  to  them  in  supply- 
ing a bountiful  harvest.  All  the  people  were  re- 
quired, at  this  time,  to  come  to  this  feast  which 
was  celebrated  at  Jerusalem.  This  they  must  all 
observe,  namely,  the  consecration  of  not  only 
themselves  to  God,  but  also  all  that  they  had  made 
during  the  year.  There  was  no  such  thing  as  that 
a few  of  the  people  should  honor  God  thus,  but 
all  Israel  was  under  this  obligation.  In  this  we 
have  a beautiful  illustration  of  our  obligation  to 
consecrate,  not  only  ourselves,  but  all  we  have  to 
God ; and  the  consecration  is  to  be  made  by  every- 
one of  us. 

In  this  act  of  consecration,  there  were  certain 
things  to  be  observed.  The  two  loaves^  bread 
used  at  .tiiis>4easdLmu_st  contain  leSV^nT  The  fol- 
lowing offerings  were  niaHeTthe  whole  burnt  of- 
fering, the  meal  offering,  the  peace  offering,  and 
the  sin  offering.  These  offerings  represented 
communion,  fellowship,  peace  and  the  removal  of 
sin.  We  can  see  that  God  cannot,  and  does  not 
accept  our  consecration  unless  there  is  a provis- 
ion made  for  our  fellowship,  communion  and 
peace  with  Him,  and  for  our  heart  cleansing. 
Furthermore,  there  can  be  no  fellowship  and 
communion  without  a complete  atonement  for 
sin.  It  was  sin  that  separated  man  from  God  in 
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the  garden  of  Eden;  it  is  sin  that  separates  man 
frof5~6rod- today,  tmd^'would  emphasize  the  fact 
thaTTh^re' can  iDe  no  perfect  communion  and  fel- 
lowship without  heart-cleansing,  or  the  destruc- 
tion of  sin.  We  would  say,  however,  that  there 
is  an  experience  of  “peace”  before  heart-cleans- 
ing, for  Paul  tells  us  that,  “therefore,  being  justi- 
fied by  faith,  we  have  peace  with  God.”  So  Jus- 
tification brings  peace,  but  John  presents  to  us 
the  other  side  by  telling  us  “If  we  walk  in  the 
light  as  He  is  in  the  light,  we  have  fellowship 
one  with  the  other,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  Christ, 
His  Son,  cleanseth  us  from  all  sin.”  In  the  sin 
offering,  there  is  a beautiful  type  of  Jesus  Christ 
who  was  our  sin  offering.  I do  not  mean  that  the 
sin  offering  was  carried  out  in  detail  at  this  time, 
but  on  the  great  day  of  Atonement  in  wnich  the 
sin  offering  was  made,  the  High  Priest  who  had 
been  isolated  for  a few  days  in  the  tabernacle, 
who  for  these  days  had  gone  without  food  and 
sleep,  now  disrobed  himself  of  the  royal  gar- 
ments, and  clad  only  in  the  plain  linen  undergar- 
ments came  out  from  the  tabernacle  before  all 
Israel.  Complete  atonement  for  all  sin  was  now 
to  be  made.  All  Israel  stood  with  bowed  heads 
and  folded  hands  while  the  High  Priest,  after  a 
few  ceremonies  at  the  altar,  took  the  sin  offering 
upon  his  shoulder,  bore  it  outside  the  camp,  and 
there  offered  up  this  sacrifice  unto  God,  which 
made  complete  atonement  for  the  sin  of  the  peo- 
ple. How  beautifully  does  this  illustrate  He- 
brews 13:12 — ^“Wherefore,  Jesus  also,  that  He 


18 


PENTECOST 


might  sanctify  the  people  with  His  own  blood, 
suffered  without  the  gate.  Let  us  go  forth  there- 
fore unto  Him  without  the  camp,  bearing  His 
reproach.”  Jesus  disrobed  Himself  of  His  roy- 
alty; and  took  upon  Himself  the  humiliation  of 
becoming  the  son  of  a woman  and  thus  subjected 
to  all  things  that  men  must  endure;  and  at  the 
time  of  His  crucifixion  took  the  cross  upon  His 
shoulder,  went  without  the  gates  of  Jerusalem  to 
Golgotha  to  become  the  sin  offering  for  the  en- 
tire human  race. 

After  the  ceremony  of  consecration,  and  the 
making  of  the  offerings,  they  then  took  up  the 
two  loaves  of  bread  and  waved  them  before  the 
Lord,  and  all  the  people  began  to  rejoice,  for  the 
day  of  Pentecost  had  now  begun.  We  are  told 
that  during  the  day  a considerable  amount  of 
wine  was  used,  and  in  the  afternoon,  or  before 
the  close  of  the  day  many  were  drunk. 

In  summing  up  what  we  have  given  thus  far 
of  the  observance  of  this  Pentecostal  Feast,  there 
are  certain  outstanding  things  to  which  we  must 
again  call  your  attention; — consecration,  fellow- 
ship, communion,  peace,  cleansing  from,  sin,  and 
rejoicing.  These  are  the  outstanding  features  of 
th^Pentecostal  Feast.”  TTfe^^  hold  true  in 
the  anti -type,  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  recorded  in 
the  second  chapter  of  Acts. 

Toward  the  close  of  the  Lord’s  earthly  life, 
and  during  the  forty  days  in  which  He  appeared 
after  His  resurrection.  He  made  certain  prom- 
ises to  His  disciples,  and  not  only  made  these 
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promises,  but  assured  them  that  there  would  be  a 
fulfillment  of  the  promise  of  the  Father.  This 
promise  was  the  descent  of  the  Holy  Spirit  (an- 
other Paraclete)  “who  when  He  is  come,  will 
gqide  you  into  all  truth.”  For  this,  according  to 
the  command,  they  were  to  tarry  at  Jerusalem 
until  they  were  endued  with  power  from  on  high. 
Bear  in  mind  that  at  the  time  they  received  the 
command  they  were  thoroughly  convinced  that 
He  was  the  Messiah,  and  that  He  was  literally 
resurrected,  and  immediately  they  obeyed  the 
command,  and  “tarried.”  They  passed  several 
days  and  evenings  together  in  the  “upper  room,” 
the  same  one  in  which  He  had  observed  the  Pass- 
over  with  them.  Ten  days  they  waited,  without 
any  sign,  or  indication  of  the  fulfillment  of  the 
promise;  but  there  was  no  doubting  on  the  part 
of  anyone.  “They  were  all  of  one  accord.”  They 
were  steadfast,  determined  to  now  be  true  to  Him 
and  obey  Him  at  any  cost.  No  doubt  the  re- 
membrance of!  how  they  had  acted  at  the  time  He 
was  betrayed,  and  during  His  trial,  crucifixion, 
and  burial  was  now  gnawing  at  their  conscience. 
No  more  would  they  be  untrue  to  Him.  They 
were  steadfast  in  prayer.  We  have  heard  it  said 
that  it  took  this  ten  days’  prayer  meeting  to  get 
them  “in  one  accord,”  but  nay;  they  were  in  one 
accord,  and  were  pleading  for  and  expecting  the 
promise  of  the  Father,  the  gift  of  the  Holy  Ghost. 
No  doubt  during  this  time  they  remembered  the 
teachings  of  their  Lord,  and  there  could  be  no 
doubt  in  their  minds  that  there  was  something 
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extraordinary  for  them.  Oh,  how  they  longed 
for  His  presence ! The  Shepherd  had  been  taken, 
the  flock  scattered  but  they  had  now  come  togeth- 
er again.  How  helpless  they  felt ! What  weakness, 
what  nothingness,  without  the  Master ! But 
never  again  were  they  to  doubt  the  fulfillment  of 
His  promise,  or  the  promise  of  the  Father. 
Though  they  could  not  understand  the  delay, 
they  believed  Him.  Presently  no  doubt  some 
of  them  thought  of  the  approach  of  the  great 
feast  of  Israel.  I have  imagined  that  Peter  who 
seemed  to  have  a keen  insight  into  spiritual 
things  said  to  John  and  the  rest  of  those  assem- 
bled there  that  doubtless  at  this  time  of  the 
great  Pentecostal  Feast  God  would  fulfill  His 
promise  to  them. 

At  even,  at  the  beginning  of  the  fiftieth  day, 
the  streets  were  full  of  the  children  of  Israel  who 
had  gathered,  not  only  from  the  different  sections 
of  Palestine,  but  from  the  outlying  countries 
around.  They  had  come  from  far  and  near  for 
the  purpose  of  celebrating  this,  one  of  the  great- 
est Jewish  feasts  of  Israel.  Now  the  day  had 
come;  dawn  is  breaking;  but  the  disciples,  with 
the  others,  for  there  were  one  hundred  twenty, 
were  in  the  “upper  room,”  steadfast  in  prayer, 
encouraging  one  another  in  the  Lord.  At  this 
time  they  could  hear  the  noise  of  the  people  as-* 
sembling  in  the  street  below,  getting  ready  for 
the  great  Pentecostal  Feast.  This  feast  that 
meant  so  much  to  the  church  in  the  future  had  no 
significance  to  these  people  who  were  celebrating 


PENTECOST  AND  ITS  ANTITYPE  21 


it  except  the  holiday  aspect,  and  the  hilarious 
time  that  went  with  it. 

It  now  occurs  to  this  waiting  church,  that  this 
is  not  only  the  day  of  Pentecost,  but  is  the  fiftieth 
day  after  His  resurrection.  Surely  the  Lord  was 
to  now  fulfill  His  promise!  Presently,  the  day 
had  come ; “Pentecost  is  fully  come.”  God  is  al- 
ways on  time ; he  is  never  ahead  of  time,  nor  be- 
hind time. 

Suddenly  there  was  a sound  as  of  a great 
wind  rising,  gathering,  drawing  near.  The  sound 
was  as  if  the  trees  were  being  moved;  now  it 
strikes  the  housetop,  and  seemed  to  fill  the  whole 
house.  Their  ears  testified  to  some  Presence; 
their  eyes  could  not  be  mistaken.  For  there  ap- 
peared tongues,  divided,  forked,  of  the  color  and 
consistency  of  fire — not  fire,  but  “like  as  of  fire,” 
and  sat  upon  each  of  them.  These  tongues  were 
not  visible  to  the  one  upon  whose  head  it  ap- 
peared, but  was  seen  by  the  others ; so  both  eyes 
and  ears  join  in  testifying  to  a Presence  among 
them.  Not  only  did  something  happen  without, 
that  ^he  ear  could  hear  and  the  eye  could  see,  but 
there  was  something  happening  within.  We  do 
not  consider  we  are  wrong  in  saying  they  were 
conscious  of  a “filling”  within. 

At  last,  the  record  tells  us,  “they  were  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,”  but  about  this  they  had 
no  time  to  theorize  or  to  exchange  their  many 
thoughts.  It  had  been  “noised  abroad”  that 
something  had  happened  to  the  120  in  the  upper, 
room,  and  Jerusalem  with  its  thousands  of 
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strangers  had  now  gathered  to  hear.  They  were 
there  from  Babylon,  Asia  Minor,  and  Lybia, 
Jews  who  spoke  in  divers  languages,  gathered  to 
hear  what  these  Galilean  Apostles  had  to  say. 
Some  of  them  felt  that  God  was  working;  some 
thought  the  speakers  were  the  worse  for  wine; 
others  were  hopelessly  at  a loss  for  the  lack  of 
any  opinion  at  all;  but  all  Jerusalem  was  in  an 
unsettled  state  because  of  this  miraculous  ful- 
fillment of  Pentecost. 

Surely  this  was  the  fulfillment  of  the  Pente- 
costal Feast!  These  disciples  and  other  believ- 
ers had  deliberately  forsaken  their  all,  and  had 
consecrated  themselves  to  God.  They  were  de- 
termined to  stay  until  something  happened.  These 
disciples  received  at  this  time  an  experience  of 
communion  and  fellowship  with  God  that  they 
had  never  had  before  even  while  He  was  on  earth 
with  them.  Never  again  do  we  find  them  doubt- 
ing His  Deity.  We  believe  that  they  were  con- 
scious that  the  experience  they  had  received  was 
the  cleansing  from  sin.  To  this,  Peter  himself, 
testified  in  the  15th  chapter  of  Acts,  verses  eight 
and  nine, — “And  God,  which  knoweth  the  hearts, 
bare  them  witness,  giving  them  the  Holy  Ghost, 
even  as  He  did  unto  us ; and  put  no  difference  be- 
tween us,  purifying  their  hearts  by  faith.”  From 
this  time  on,  they  were  joyful  followers  of  their 
Master,  even  in  the  midst  of  severest  punishment. 
They  were  now  glad  in  their  hearts  and  able  to 
rejoice,  even  though  some  of  them  were  called  in 
before  the  authorities  and  punished  for  the 
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preaching  of  Christ.  They  could  go  out  rejoicing 
because  they  were  counted  worthy  to  suffer  for 
Him. 

Surely  this  is  the  anti-tj^e  of  the  Pentecostal 
Feast. 

This  was  the  beginning  of  an  altogether  new 
order  of  things — what  we  call  a dispensation. 
Pentecost  as  dated  from  Calvary  and  the  resur-i 
rection,  like  the  Pentecostal  Feast,  cannot  be  re- 
garded apart  from  these.  It  is  the  starting  point 
of  God’s  church — ^the  dispensation  of  the  Holy 
Spirit— the  Pentecostal  age. 


CHAPTER  III. 

PENTECOST  AND  MIRACLES. 

The  day  of  Pentecost  began  with  a miracle.  In 
the  12th  and  1 6th  chapter  of  Matthew  certain 
Pharisees  came  to  the  Lord  asking  for  a sign 
from  heaven,  something  supernatural.  They  de- 
manded this  as  a proof  of  His  Deity.  But  this 
was  refused  them  by  Him.  But  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost  this  sign  came,  not  to  the  unbelieving, 
to  the  curious,  but  those  who  had  been,  and  were 
still,  patiently  obeying  Him,  “suddenly,”  a sound. 
It  was  like  that  of  a rushing  mighty  wind.  This 
could  not  be  mistaken  by  them  as  an  approaching 
storm,  this  was  the  heavenly  storm — sound — ^^a 
sign  from  Heaven,  and  an  assurance  to  them  that 
the  hour  had  come.  He,  the  other  “paraclete” 
had  come. 

Then  there  appeared  longues  divided,  forked, 
of  the  color  and  consistency  of  fire — not  fire^ — ^but 
“like  as  fire.”  This  cloven  tongue  sat  upon  each 
of  them.  The  interesting  part  is  that  no  one  saw 
the  tongue  on  his  own  head  but  the  heads  of 
others.  There  is  something  about  the  genuine 
Pentecostal  experience  that  the  one  who  receives 
it  and  possesses  it  never  sees  it  in  himself,  in  its 
fullest  extent,  but  always  ready  to  recogTjize  it 
in  the  other.  The  individual  Pentecostal  power 
is  hidden  from  the  possessor  but  visible  to  the 
other.  We  would  call  the  reader’s  attention  to 
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two  things  about  this  particular  miracle,  first  is, 
that  of  the  “cloven  tongues.”  We  all  remember 
that  God  divided  the  human  race  into  different 
nations  by  giving  a confusion  of  tongues,  or  di- 
vision of  language.  This  was  caused  by  the  sins 
of  the  people — trying  to  get  ahead  of  God.  They 
had  planned  to  build  a tower  higher  than  the 
clouds  so  if  there  should  ever  come  another  flood 
they  could  go  above  the  clouds  and  in  that  way 
defeat  God  if  He  should  ever  undertake  to  destroy 
the  human  race  again  by  a flood,  they  would  de- 
feat Him  in  His  plans.  Sin  bright  the,  division 
of  tongues,  now  Pentecost  iFto  bring  a unipi^of 
totigueir  T^is  miracle  is  ,,,t6r,"teacJi’'iis^  sin, 
whjch  liad  serrated  the  human  race  into  nations 
by  thi^confusion'of  tongues,  is  how  to  be  destroy- 
ed'lmH"th'ereT^^T  union . The  boundary  of 

nafidnairtles  is  to  be  broken  over.  The  Gospel 
must  be  speedily  carried  to  aU  nations,  and  as  far 
as  salvation  is  concerned  all  nations  are  to  be 
one.  This  promised  power  must  make  them  wit- 
nesses in  Jerusalem,  Judea,  Samaria  and  the  ut- 
termost parts  of  the  earth.  It  is  to  be  understood 
that  the  Pentecostal  blessing  does  not  bring  a 
confusion  of  tongues.  The  second  fact  connected 
with  this  miracle  is  that  of  the  appearance  of 
fire.  Elsewhere  we  have  mentioned  that  the  day 
of  Pentecost  was  the  celebration  of  the  time 
when  God  accepted  the  offerings  of  His  people  by 
fire,  from  heaven.  Now  God  accepted  these 
upper  room  prayers  as  a living  sacrifice,  th^  JIoly 
Ghost  fire  has  cbhie.  Fn^'In'thelDld  Testament 
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is  one  of  the  types  of  the  Hply.-Spkit.  This  mira- 
cle as  well  as  the  sotind  from  heaven,  had  now 
proven  to  them  that  the  promise  of  the  Father 
was  fulfilled.  Now  eye  joined  in  with  ear  in  tes- 
timony to  a Presence  among  them  and  in  them. 

They  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 
These  other  two  miracles  were  external  but  this 
filling  is  internal.  The  others  soon  passed  away 
as  vision  and  sound  is  only  for  a short  while,  but 
the  filling  was  to  abide.  This  emptying  from  sin 
in  order  to  be  filled  was  not  a process  but  “sud- 
denly.” There  had  been  three  years  of  teaching 
which  the  Master  had  given  to  them  in  order  to 
win  them  away  from  Judaism,  homes  and  fam- 
ilies. He  had  taught  them  that  new  wine  could 
not  be  placed  in  old  bottles  and  that  He  who 
would  enjoy  the  greatest  blessing  must  “forsake 
all.”  They  felt  that  they  had  learned  this  and 
had,  to  a certain  extent,  “Master  we  have  for- 
saken all”  readily  fell  from  the  lips  of  one  in 
answer  to  a certain  question  from  Him.  He  felt 
he  knew  what  it  would  take  to  be  an  Apostle  of 
His  Lord.  This  same  one  after  His  resurrec- 
tion at  a time  of  discouragement,  said,  “I  go 
afishing.”  The  others,  “I  go  with  thee.”  This 
indicated  that  they  had  not  been  entirely  separ- 
ated from  their  old  profession  and  ways  of  doing 
things.  After  the  filling,  what  a change!  No 
more  attachment  to  the  material  things,  no  more 
envying  and  jealousy  but  now  “hehold-how.JJiey 
loved  one  another.”  One  filling  had  done  more 
than  the  years  of  teaching.  We  do  not  mean  to 
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discredit  teaching  but  we  do  mean  to  magnify 
the  filling.  This  filling~Was'To  be  utilized,  the 
Hdj  Spirit  was  to  bring  to  remembrance  all  that 
He  had  told  them.  This  filling,  this  cleansing, 
this  death  to  the  world,  is  the  need  of  the  church 
today.  It  is  such  experience  that  the  Pentecostal 
blessing  brings. 

A certain  philosopher  after  a thorough  test 
of  knowledge  which  he  had  gathered  in  years  of 
work  in  college,  and  study,  was  convinced  that 
what  he  thought  he  knew  was  not  knowledge. 
The  only  thing  that  he  could  say  that  he  knew 
was,  he  was  conscious  that  he  himself  was  a per- 
sonality. Upon  this  knowledge  he  built  his  sys- 
tem of  philosophy.  There  are  many  things  we 
think  we  know  but  how  easily  it  can  be  proven 
that  we  do  not.  But  we  cannot  deny  the  knowl- 
edge that  comes  by  the  consciousness  of  the  in- 
dwelling personality.  This  filling  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  gives  the  inner  consciousness  of  an  inward 
Presence,  and  indwelling  personality.  Like^  the 
cmisciousness  of  our  own  inner  persoBality  can 
nevef“!5g”des'b*03ne^^^^b^^  teaching.  A young 
prea?5Kef"  after  being  tested  thoroughly  for  some 
time  by  several  old  preachers  trying  to  convince 
him  that  he  did  not  have  the  experience  of  a clean 
heart,  wrought  by  the  filling  with  the  Holy  Ghost, 
said,  to  these  older  men,  “You  are  better  quali- 
fied to  argue  from  every  standpoint  than  I am  but 
one  question  I ask,  what  are  you  going  to  do 
with  Hie  one  who  Tias  _ Hinf  and  knows  he  has 
Him?’^  ThaT  ended  the  argument — ^he  had  won 
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out.  Experience  goes  farther  than  all  systems 
of  theology,  teachings  of  science,  or  speculations. 
No  doubt  we  spend  too  much  time  in  preaching 
and  writing  against  Modernism.  What  we  need 
is  a revival  of  the  Pentecostal  experience.-  We 
are  not  saying  “back  to  Pentecost,”  but  we  are 
saying  back  to  the  preaching  when  we  stress  the 
Pentecostal  experience.  There  are  eleven  out- 
standing mysteries  or  miracles  mentioned  in  the 
New  Testament.  One  of  these  is  the  “divine  in- 
dwelling.” Nowhere  do  we  find  that  the  divine 
writers  classified  any  other  Of  the  miracles  of 
Pentecost  or  any  of  the  gifts  of  the  Spirit  as  one 
of  these  eleven  mysteries. 

As  we  undertake  to  discuss  the  next  miracle 
of  Pentecost  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  there 
is  much  valuable  information  in  print  on  the 
subject  which  is  better  than  anything  we  may 
hope  to  give.  But  it  would  be  a cowardly  act  to 
ignore  the  miracle  of  languages  which  was  given 
to  those  who  r'eceived  their  Pentecostal  blesshing, 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost.  It  was  noised  abroad 
— ^not  the  sound  from  heaven  that  was  for  the 
upper  room  prayers — nor  was  it  the  cloven 
tongues  or  the  infilling,  but  the  voices  which 
articulately  spoke;  all  Jerusalem  with  its  thou- 
sands of  strangers  gathered  to  hear  what  these 
Galilean  Apostles  had  to  say.  Th§se  dispersed 
Jews,  who  spoke  in  divers  language  crowded  to- 
gether, and  they  heard  these  Galileans  sp^k, 
“every  man  in  our  language  wherein  we  were 
born.”i  The  results  were  amazement,  perplexity, 
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mockery.  Some  felt  that  God  was  working,  oth- 
ef s*were  hopelessly  at  loss ; others  that  the  speak- 
ers were  worse  for  wine — Jerusalem  was  in  an 
uproar.  As  we  stop  to  consider  this  question  as 
to  how  many  received  the  cloven  tongues,  and 
the  gift  of  language,  we  would  quickly  say,  and 
probably  too  quickly,  that  all  men  and  women — 
the  120,  because  we  are  reminded  that  this  is  that 
which  was  spoken  by  the  prophet  Joel,  that  the 
spirit  of  the  Lord  in  the  last  days  is  to  be  poured 
out  on  all  flesh,  men  and  women.  However,  when 
we  notice  more  closely,  we  soon  find  a difficulty. 
It  seems  that  the  eleven  became  the  center  of  at- 
traction and  one  of  the  eleven  became  the  spokes- 
man, Acts  2:14  and  the  37th  verse  tells  how  the 
people  came  to  him  “and  the  rest  of  the  apostles” 
for  direction  as  to  what  they  must  do.  It  is  not 
that  we  would  deny  the  miracle,  the  gift  of 
languages,  for  this  is  one  of  the  miracles  of  Pen- 
tecost. It  seems  that  this  gift  was  cqnflned  to 
the  apostle's^  But  the  miracle* was  not  altogether 
tHSTact  that  the3r^ok€Ciia  other  languages,  but 
as  vrdlliiiat  th^  all  heard  in  their  ov/n  language. 
Peter  is  the  spokesman.  Hid  he  speak  in  seven- 
teen different  languages  at  once  of  did  he  speak 
in  one,  which  of  itself  was  a miracle  and  the 
spirit  interpreted  that  languages  in  the  tongue  of 
all. oif  them  who  heard  it?  There  is  no  doubt  that 
the  narrative  describes  an  immediate  gift — ^for 
the  time — of  the  power  to  speak  in  languages 
which  had  not  been  known  to  them.  But  why? 
As  a proof  to  them  that  they  had  recefv^  the 
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spirit  ? No.  The  jgreat  proof  was  the  filling — ^fhe 
con^iousness  of  the  irTdweiling  Personality.  What 
is  the  proof  of  my  own  existence?  It  is  that  I am 
conscT6uFThat‘"tftere  is  an  ego,  a personality, 
dwelling  withim'  It  isTiot  that  one  can  speak  a 
language.  If,  that  is  the  proof  then  many  would 
not  have  a proof  that  they  are  a personality  for 
there  are  many  who  are  dumb.  No,^the  proof  is 
that  inner  consciousness.  This  miracle— gift  of 
languages^ — paved  the  way  for  the  spiritual  teach- 
ing of  Peter.  What  a marvelous  success  this 
preaching  had  upon  the  hearers,  “they  were  all 
pricked  in  their  hearts”  and  began  to  inquire, 
“Men  and  brethren  what  shall  we  do?”  It  was 
the  gospel  preached  in  the  Spirit — not  the  mira- 
cles which  produced  this  convictionT  The  mira- 
cles as  we  have  said  caused  amazement,  per- 
plexity and  mockery.  The  gospel  preached-in 
the  power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  rented  m'ffie  con- 
version and  baptism  of  three  thousand  souls. 

Was  this  gift  the  same  as  that  which  Paul 
mentions  in  his  Epistle  to  the  church  at  Corinth? 
From  the  word  used,  scholars  would  have  us  be- 
lieve that  this  defines  the  church  at  Corinth  as 
troubled  with  some  who  had  an  outburst  of 
ecstatic  spiritual  state,  and  inarticulate,  there 
seems  to  be  no  doubt  about  this.  This  however 
does  not  interfere  with  the  Pentecostal  gift  of 
Language  on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  as  it  was  a 
miraculous  aid  bestowed  for  a time  upon  ^he 
church  to  witness. 

The  reader  understands  that  in  this  chapter 
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we  are  discussing  the  miracles  which  took  place 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  yet  it  seems  very  impor- 
tant that  we  mention  the  miracles  which  seem  to 
be  for  the  Church.  That  the  Apostles  had 
the  power  to  perform  miracles  is  very 
prominent  in  the  New  Testament.  While 
there  was  a power  bestowed  upon  them 
occasionally  before  Pentecost,  yet  the  power 
they  had  later  to  perform  miracles  dates 
back  to  Pentecost  and  is  considered  a special 
induement  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Romans 
15:18,  19.  While  the  Lord,  when  with 

them,  gave  to  them  power  yet  He  placed 
a greater  emphasis  on  the  promised  pow- 
er. “The  works  I do  ye  shall  do  also,  and  greater 
works.”  Then  His  exhortation  to  them  to  “tarry 
at  Jerusalem”  indicated  that  there  would  be  a 
special  power  given  to  them  by  the  Holy  Ghost, 
He  coming  upon  them.  It  seems  that  He  wanted 
them  to  understand  that  this  power  of  “greater 
works”  was  to  be  the  Holy  Ghost  power.  This 
anticipated  power  no  doubt  had  a great  influence 
updii 'fhein  during  the  time  of  His  revelation  of 
HiimelF afteFtEe“fesurrectibn,  and  the  time  they 
were  in  the  upper  room  waiting.  It  helped  them 
to' keep  determined  to  stand  true  to  Him.  They 
no  doubt  reflected  upon  their  nothingness  and 
anticipated  the  great  responsibility  which  was 
being  transferred  to  them  by  the  “Master”,  “as 
my  Father  has  sent  me,  even  so  I send  you,” 
therefore  they  saw  the  need  of  the  supernatural. 
Had  they  felt  they  were  trained  to  “put  over  a 
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program”  and  they  could  do  it,  very  likely  they 
would  not  have  been  willing  to  tarry  for  ten  days. 

There  seems  to  be  no  little  evidence  in  favor 
of  the  idea  that  it  is  in  the  divine  plan  that  the 
miraculous  gifts  such  as  the  healing  of  disease, 
casting  out  devils,  were  to  continue  on  through 
the  church  dispensation.  This  cannot  be  said 
with  scriptural  certainty.  Nor  is  there  a Scrip- 
tural certainty  that  they  were  not  to  continue. 
But  the  fact  does  remain  that  they  did  not  con- 
tinue altogether  through  the  apostolic  days. 
Church  history  shows  that  there  were  and  have 
been  sporadic  cases  of  alleged  cures  or  marvels  in 
the  different  periods  of  the  church.  The  great 
mistake  so  many  have  fallen  into  is  to  suppose 
that  the  results  of  Pentecost  were  chiefly  miracu- 
lous and  temporary.  This  has  had  its  influence 
upon  the  church  and  the  results  have  been  that 
it  has  fallen  far  behind  in  its  privileges.  Furth- 
ermore the  spiritual  influence  of  the  church  has 
been  kept  hidden.  We  must  hold  fast  to  the  as- 
surance that  a wide  and  deep,  yea,  a perpetual 
spiritual  blessing  in  the  church  was  above  all 
things  else,  secured  by  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  after  Christ  was  glorified.  That  this  truth, 
the  Pentecostal  blessing,  continued  on  to  the  close 
of  the  Church  dispensation.  There  are  indica- 
tions that  we  may  find  before  the  end  a more 
definite  repetition  of  the  spiritual  gift.  Wherever 
the  Satanic  influence  comes  to  the  surface  the 
Spirit  raises  up  a standard. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

WHAT  PENTECOST  MEANS  TO  THE  CHURCH. 

The  most  satisfactoiy  explanation  of  what 
Pentecost  means  to  the  church  must  be  gathered 
from  the  events  and  experiences  which  are  re- 
corded as  the  results  of  the  Pentecostal  Baptism 
received  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  and  which  was 
received  immediately  after  the  day  of  Pentecost, 
so  the  question  naturally  arising  is:  “What  was 
the  state  of  the  church  just  after  the  Holy  Ghost 
had  come  upon  the  believers  with  His  miraculous 
Pentecostal  power  when  the  full  effects  of  His  in- 
filling were  developed  at  the  time  when  other  in- 
fluences had  not  entered  into  their  life  and  their 
policies,  and  before  the  outside  teaching  and  doc- 
trines had  a chance  to  mingle  with  the  early 
Pentecostal  manifestations  as  seen  in  the  church  ? 
There  are  only  brief  statements  to  show  what  the 
present  results  should  be  upon  the  church.  So 
then  we  are  to  stress  the  Pentecostal  effects,  in 
their  connection  with  the  great  day  and  its  effect 
upon  others  who  received  the  experience  soon 
after.  It  is  that  which  influenced  the  Apostles 
and  early  church  which  explains  this  experience. 

We  are  to  first  look  at  the  marked  effects  on 
the  eleven  men  who  had  been  chosen  by  our  Lord 
as  the  divine  witnesses — the  ones  who  were  to  be 
the  pillars  of  the  church — to  give  to  it  its  sure 
foundation.  There  were  certain  outstanding 
characteristics  of  these  men  before  Pentecost 
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which  seem  to  have  disappeared  at  once,  so  that 
we  may  say  they  were  no  longer  the  same  indi- 
viduals, inwardly  or  outwardly;  they  were  new 
men,  not  in  the  sense  of  having  passed  from 
death  unto  life  as  we  would  say  about  those,  who 
for  the  first  time  had  passed  into  the  Christian 
life,  for  they  had  known  this  experience  already. 
There  are  so  many  familiar  proofs  to  show  that 
the  disciples  were  converted  before  the  day  of 
Pentecost  until  it  almost  seems  a waste  of  time 
for  any  man  to  undertake  to  prove  this  to  those 
who  have  studied  their  Bible.  It  seems  that  the 
unprejudiced  mind  would  be  satisfied  with  one 
statement  from  our  Lord.  For  an  instance  when 
he  had  sent  them  out  two  by  two,  and  they  came 
back  rejoicing  that  they  had  the  power  to  heal  the 
sick,  to  cast  out  devils,  he  immediately  reminded 
them  that  they  should  not  rejoice  so  much  over 
this  power,  but  because  their  names  were  written 
in  Heaven.  Then  further,  it  does  seem  that  the 
Lord’s  prayer  that  we  have  recorded  in  the  17th 
chapter  of  John  would  be  sufficient.  Here  he 
states  that  they  were  not  of  the  world  even  as  he 
was  not  of  the  world,  and  further  he  reminded 
the  Father  that  he  was  not  praying  that  they 
might  be  taken  out  of  the  world  but  that  they 
would  be  kept  from  evil.  Previous  to  this,  he 
had  said,  when  he  had  promised  the  coming  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  that  the  world  knew  Him  not, 
“but  ye  know  Him.”  So  their  names  were  in 
heaven,  they  were  not  of  the  world,  and  they 
knew  the  Holy  Spirit ; that  seemed  to  be  sufficient 
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proof  that  the  disciples  had  already  entered  into  a 
Christian  experience.  But  some  may  say,  “that 
is  true,  but  they  backslid.”  While  there  are 
plenty  of  prooifs  that  they  came  back  to  the  Lord 
after  having  forsaken  Him,  yet  we  are  here  to 
make  a comparison  of  their  lives  as  followers  of 
Christ  after  Pentecost,  and  that  of  their  lives  as 
followers  of  Christ  before  they  had  forsaken 
Him.  The  day  of  Pentecost  brought  an  imme- 
diate change  as  well  as  a marked  change.  They 
passed  from  a low  type  0!f  Christian  life  to  the 
highest.  Self  questioning,  self  glorying,  self  con- 
sciousness, seemed  to  have  fled  as  if  by  a stroke. 
Their  spiritual  condition  was  entirely  different. 
No  enemies  now  can  treat  them  with  contempt. 
We  can  easily  observe  that,  immediately,  men  be- 
gan to  look  upon  them  with  awe,  and  when  we 
think  of  this  miraculous  experience  we  can  see 
that  it  is  not  strange  that  they  were  able  to  move 
two  worlds. 

We  can  now  see  that  those  things  which  char- 
acterizes them  in  their  Pentecostal  life  from  the 
converted  life  are,  wisdom,  courage,  inward  and 
outward  purity  and  nameless  power.  Difficult 
problemis  are  now  soon  solved  by  them.  They 
face  danger  as  coolly  as  any  old  warrior  on  the 
battlefield.  It  is  as  if  it  was  a matter  of  course. 
We  note  how  they  had  fled  under  some  trifling 
trial,  but  now  we  see  them  facing  the  same 
angry  mob  and  hear  them  hurl  into  their  face  the 
words,  “ye  murdered  my  Lord.”  What  they  now 
said  pricked  men  to  the  heart:  some  wondered 
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and  others  trembled  at  the  sight  of  them.  Along 
with  this  spiritual  power,  we  see  another  power. 
This  power  we  now  see  had  only  been  in  the 
hands  of  the  Master.  They  now  have  the  power 
of  miracles,  beneficent  and  merciful,  done  by 
them  but  not  in  their  name,  or  in  any  way  that 
would  bring  glory  to  themselves,  but  in  the 
“name  of  Jesus  of  Nazareth.”  This  is  illustrated 
by  their  going  down  to  the  temple  to  worship, 
there  they  find  the  poor  cripple  at  the  gate.  It  is 
silver  and  gold  that  be  asks  of  these  apostles.  They 
do  not  possess  silver  and  gold,  but  the  miraculous 
power  of  the  one  whom  they  served.  In  the  name 
of  Him,  they  commanded  that  he  be  healed,  thus 
the  rejoicing  on  the  part  of  the  poor  “temple- 
gate  cripple.” 

Had  the  Pentecostal  experience  brought  only 
these  benefits  to  the  apostles,  we  might  question 
the  necessity  of  stressing  the  need  of  it  at  the 
present  time;  but  there  was  its  effect  on  the  out- 
side of  the  church.  It  is  not  surprising  to  see 
sinners  moved  by  the  power  of  those  who  had 
tarried  in  the  “upper  room.”  On  the  very  first 
afternoon  of  Pentecost  the  scene  beggars  descrip- 
tion, how  sinners  cried  after  hearing  a Pente- 
cost sermon  preached  by  Peter,  they  earnestly 
say,  “what  must  we  do?”  Though  they  were 
murderers,  “repent  everyone  of  you,”  was  indeed 
good  news  to  them.  These  converts  were  now 
willing  to  accept  the  most  shameful  place  or  po- 
sition that  could  come  to  them.  Nothing  could 
be  more  humiliating  at  this  time  than  to  turn 
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from  Judaism  and  become  the  disciple  of  the  de- 
spised and  crucified  Galilean.  To  do  this  pub- 
licly, by  three  thousand  who  now,  not  only  ac- 
cepted Him,  but  openly  were  baptized  in  His 
name,  is  indeed  a demonstration  of  the  early  pow- 
er of  the  gospel  when  it  is  preached  by  those  who 
have  received  the  Pentecostal  filling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  Then  a few  days  later,  some  say  the 
same  day,  five  thousand  men,  not  mentioning  wo- 
men, threw  off  Judaism  and  cast  their  lot  with 
these  despised  Apostles.  No  preaching  previous 
to  this,  not  even  by  the  Lord  himself^ — ^had  pro- 
duced such  results  in  the  conversion  of  sinners. 
Surely  it  is  the  fulfillment  of  the  promise  that  he 
had  made  to  His  disciples  that  the  “works  I now 
do  ye  shall  do  also  and  greater  works  than  these.” 
As  we  read  the  book  o/f  Acts  we  s€^  that  this  is 
the  history  of  the  apostolic  cj^rch.  It  was  the 
history  of  those  who  still-^pt  the  Pentecostal 
influence  and  power.  * 

We  state  further  that  these  marked  changes  in 
the  disciples  which  were  produced  by  the  Holy 
Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost  can  be  found  in 
their  converts.  We  see  that  in  the  early  converts 
of  the  church  that  their  lives  stood  the  daily 
test;  that  the  Christian  duties  and  sacrifices  and 
petty  cares  were  not  a burden  to  them  but  a joy. 
Paul  after  summing  up  some  of  his  sufferings 
emphasizes  that  none  of  these  things  moved  him, 
and  again  referred  to  them  as  the  light  afflictions. 
The  Holy  Spirit  had  not  only  come  to  help  regu- 
late their  public  life  but  had  come  to  regulate 
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their  home  life  as  well.  There  was  no  want  of 
greatness,  but  a great  increase  of  heart,  stead- 
fastness, liberality  and  self-sacrificing.  They 
gave  up  their  earthly  possessions.  These  things 
were  to  be  seen  in  the  lives  of  the  early  converts, 
not  only  were  some  expected  to  live  up  to  such 
standard  of  Christianity  but  this  should  be  the 
daily  lives  of  all  who  become  the  Spirit-filled  fol- 
lowers of  Christ.  But  in  contrast  think  of  the 
miserable  couple,  husband  and  wife,  who  think- 
ing they  would  make  a show  before  the  world 
and  church,  desiring  to  impress  the  public  with 
their  piety,  or  to  convince  man  of  their 
love  for  Ged  and  the  Church,  came  with 
a sham  surrender,  and  were  victims  of  the 
awful  judgment  of  God.  The  judgment  of  God 
upon  these  moved  upon  the  terrified  hypocrites 
and  half  hearted  ones,  and  no  doubt  had  its  influ- 
ence to  keep  the  church  free  from  false  profes- 
sions. The  people  were  terrified ; they  saw  that 
the  God  of  Pentecost  was  not  to  be  trifled  with. 
Should  the  effects  of  Pentecost  stop  here  with 
only  the  things  we  can  see,  we  might  yet  give  up 
in  despair.  In  our  careful  study  of  God’s  work, 
we  have  found  this  principle,  God  works  from 
within  outward.  The  Master  taught  that  from 
the  heart  proceeds  those  things  which  effect  the 
outward  living.  The  prophets  had  prophesied 
that  there  would  come  a time  when  God  would 
remove  the  stony  heart.  At  the  Pentecostal  Feast, 
in  the  two  loaves  of  bread  used  he  taught  that 
there  was  sin  in  the  heart  of  believers,  and  by  the 
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sin  offering  that  this  sin  is  removed.  John  the 
Baptist,  when  he  was  preaching  that  Jesus  would 
baptize  them  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire,  had 
them  to  understand  that  this  wonderful  person 
would  separate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  The 
Lord  had  told  them  that  out  of  their  inward  parts 
should  flow  rivers  of  living  water,  and  John  who 
records  his  statement,  said  “thus  spake  he  of  the 
Holy  Spirit.”  When  Peter  in  Acts,  the  15th 
chapter  was  giving  his  testimony  concerning  the 
Pentecostal  experience,  testified  that  at  the  time 
they  received  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, their  hearts  were  purified  by  faith.  In 
noticing  the  marked  change  in  their  outward  life, 
and  their  influence  over  men,  we  might  forget 
that  there  was  a change  in  the  inner  also.  There 
was  no  more  jealousy  on  their  part.  We  do  not 
find  them  wanting  to  pull  fire  down  from  heaven 
to  destroy  those  who  did  not  agree  with  them. 
They  are  not  now  seeking  proof  as  to  who  would 
sit  on  His  right  hand  and  on  His  left.  That  old 
spirit  of  contention,  which  they  had  demonstra- 
ted, at  the  time  of  the  last  supper  with  the  Lord, 
when  he  knew  their  hearts  is  gone,  and  they 
now  “in  honor  prefer  one  another.”  The  Book  of 
Acts  beautifully  portrays  their  life.  We  see  that 
the  inner  man  is  entirely  different,  for  “the  old 
man  is  now  crucified.”  They  were  now  yielding 
their  members  unto  God,  and  the  fruit  of  their 
lives  unto  holiness.  All  evidence  shows  that  the 
sudden  change  in  these  apostles  and  believers,  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost  was  not  due  to  education. 
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and  .may  we  say  it  reverently,  not  even  to  the 
teaching  of  the  Master,  All  the  teaching  and 
training  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  before  the 
day  of  Pentecost  did  not  produce  this  sudden  and 
miraculous  change,  for  out  of  the  heart  are  the 
issues  of  life,  and  the  blood  of  Jesus  proposes  to 
clean  the  heart,  Pentecost  does  give  outward 
victory  over  conditions,  and  further  it  does 
bring  power  of  service;  but  more  than  that  it 
brings  death  to  the  inward  foe,  the  power  of  sin, 
the  carnal  mind. 

The  Savior  had  promised  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
would  abide  with  them  forever,  so  this  experi- 
ence was  not  to  be  merely  for  the  early  church, 
but  was  to  be  a permanent  influence  on  the 
church.  It  was  not  to  be  for  a day,  but  for  an 
age,  and  for  this  age,  the  Pentecostal  Dispensa- 
tion. It  was  not  to  be  for  a few  but  for  all.  This 
Peter  very  clearly  stated  on  the  day  of  Pentecost 
when  he  said  to  his  listeners,  “The  promise  is  un- 
to you  and  your  children,  and  to  those  who  are 
afar  off,  even  as  many  as  the  Lord  your  God 
shall  call.”  From  this  we  see  that  the  Pentecos- 
tal Baptism  was  meant  to  abide  with  the  church 
from  year  to  year  in  its  efforts  to  reach  the  world, 
and  it  was  for  all  believers  who  accepted  Christ. 
The  Book  of  Acts  is  only  to  be  considered  as  an 
introductory  chapter  of  the  history  of  the  church 
but,  oh ! how  often  we  have  seen  people  who  seem 
glad  to  make  it  the  closing  chapter  of  the  church 
powerful.  The  history  of  the  church  today 
should  read  like  that  of  Acts,  What  proof,  may 
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I ask,  have  we  that  God  has  closed  the  Pentecostal 
heavens?  We  are  in  the  Pentecostal  dispensa- 
tion and  it  is  wrong  for  us  not  to  expect  the  same 
manifestations  of  the  Pentecostal  power.  Are 
we  to  pray  for  another  Pentecost?  I would  sav 
no.  We~^e  in  the  Pentecostal  dispensation.  The 
Holy  Spirit  is  now  hereTo  select  those  who  are  to 
be  the*  church  and  to^ndue  it  with  power.  Our 
problem  is  to  get  the  people  to  tarry  until  they 
are  “endued  with  power  from  on  high.”  The 
apostles  and  believers  obeyed  the  Master  and 
tarried  in  the  “upper  room”  until  something 
happened.  Oh ! that  we  might  get  the  church  to 
tarry  today  until  something  really  happened. 
The  question  is  often  asked,  “may  we  now  see 
the  same  Holy  Ghost  demonstrations  as  that  of 
the  early  church?”  We  can  answer  by  saying 
that  the  Holy  Spiri^has  not  withdrawn.  He  is 
here  and  will  continue  to  be  here,  gathering  out 
the  church,  regenerating,  cleansing  and  endueing 
it  with  power  until  the  bride  is  completed.  It  is 
not  that  he  is  unwilling  to  give  to  the  church 
these  much  needed  evidences  of  his  presence,  but 
I am  afraid  our  sins  have  come  between  us  and 
God.  Are  we  to  say,  back  to  Pentecost?  No! 
Let  us  appropriate  Pentecost  now  to  our  own 
needs. 

We  should  bear  in  niind  that  Pentecost  was 
the  installation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  as  the  admin- 
istrator^^ which  office  he  is  to  exer- 

cise under  all  conditions  and  at  His  own  discre- 
tion. How  are  we  made  to  recognize  this  today? 
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How  often  we  look  to  leaders,  and  I am  not  dis- 
crediting’ leaders  for  they  are  needed,  and  God 
honors  them,  but  the  Holy  Spirit  is  to  be  above 
man.  When  the  early  church  needed  leaders,  the 
command  was  to  select  men  full  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  We  often  select  men  because  of  their  so- 
cial, commercial,  or  ecclesiastical  standing,  but 
God  selects  men  “full  of  the  Holy  Ghost.” 

Shall  we  expect  the  repetition  of  Pentecost? 
No ! There  are  certain  promises  involved  which 
cannot  be  repeated.  The  .Holy  Spirit  who  came 
as  the  third  person  of  the  Godhead  to  perform 
his  office  duty  was  never  withdrawn.  The  Word 
specifically  teaches,  as  we  see  it,  that  Pentecost 
was  the  ushering  in  of  a new  dispensation,  and 
that  the  world  is  to  receive  the  abiding  presence 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  So  Pentecost  is  not  to  be  re- 
peated.  We  may  as  well  look  and  expecTffie  sec- 
j^ond  Calvary.  Pentecostal  age  is  here  to  abide, 
our  privileges  are  the  same  as  the  early  church. 
The  Pentecostal  experience  which  was  given  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost  is  to  be  experienced  by  all. 
He  is  with  the  church,  giving  to  each  generation, 
and  individual,  the  same  experience. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

PENTECOST  FOR  THE  BELIEVERS. 

Because  of  the  many  doctrines  taught  con- 
cerning the  Pentecostal  experience  there  natur- 
ally arises  many  questions  as  to  how  the  indi- 
vidual believer  stands  related  to  the  great  event 
of  Pentecost.  There  are  many  conflicting  theor- 
ies as  to  the  experience  of  the  individual ; in  fact, 
so  many  that  it  would  be  impossible  to  give  the 
teachings  of  all.  There  are  at  least  three  promi- 
nent opposing  views  about  this  question  which  we 
are  compelled  to  consider  at  this  time. 

There  are  those  who  teach  that  the  Holy 
Spirit  having  come  already,  (this  being  the  dis- 
pensation of  the  Holy  Spirit)  that  the  Spirit  has 
never  departed ; that  each  soul  who  is  a believer, 
has  the  Spirit.  As  a proof  they  use  the  state- 
ment of  Paul  “for  if  any  man  hath  not  the  Spirit 
of  Christ,  he  is  none  of  his.”  Romans  8 :9.  They 
would  have  us  believe  also,  that  not  only  has  the 
believer  the  Spirit,  but  that  he  has  all  there  is  for 
him;  that  by  the  convicting  power  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  he  has  been  brought  to  Christ,  and  that 
by  this  Spirit  he  is  kept.  These  people  would 
have  us  believe  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as 
seeking  the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit;  in  fact,  it 
is  all  in  vain — ^to  be  seeking  for  Him,  that  He  is 
ours  already  in  all  of  His  fulness.  They  further 
teach  that  it  is  permissible  to  give  him  more  of 
ourselves  and  to  be  more  completely  snelded  to 
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him.  We  are  to  give  him  more  room  in  the  inner 
man,  and  that  we  can  limit  him  in  his  power. 
According  to  this  teaching  any  sense  of  lack  in 
the  heart  of  the  believer  is  because  he  allowed 
Him  to  lie  quiescent.  To  these  people  the  lack  of 
the  Holy  Ghost  power  and  demonstration  has 
been  due  to  our  ignorance,  or  our  prejudice,  or 
unwillingness  and  unthankfulnes.  What  we 
must  do  is  to  be  willing  to  let  him  have  complete 
control.  When  we  are  willing  for  this,  then  he 
possesses  the  whole  heart,  the  floodgates  will  be 
open,  and  our  whole  being  will  be  flooded  with  the 
seething  and  rejoicing  waters.  Beautiful  theory 
this,  but  it  is  not  in  harmony  with  the  experience 
of  believers  or  can  it  be  borne  out  by  God's  word. 
For  the  reader’s  benefit,  we  quote  some  from  Mr. 
Cumming’s  book,  “Through  the  Eternal  Spirit.” 
We  give  it  just  as  he  quotes  it  from  other  au- 
thors. “Believers  (all  believers)  converted  after 
Pentecost,  and  living  in  other  localities,  are  just 
as  really  endowed  with  the  indwelling  spirit  as 
those  who  actually  partook  of  the  Pentecostal 
blessing  at  Jerusalem.”  (Boy’s  filled  with  the 
Spirit”,  pg.  87.)  “Nor  are  we  to  understand  this, 
(the  Gift  of  the  Spirit)  as  any  exceptional,  occa- 
sional, special  or  more  advanced  experience  but 
simply  the  condition  of  everyone  who  is  a child  of 
God  ...  In  no  single  passage  in  the  New  Testa- 
ment, subsequent  to  Pentecost,  is  there  any  hint 
that  a true  Christian  is  to  seek  the  Holy  Spirit  as 
not  yet  received,  or  as  having  been  received  and 
subsequently  lost.”  (pgs.  88-89).  “A  careful 
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study  of  the  New  Testament  leads  us  to  the  con- 
clusion that  every  true  believer  is  not  to  wait  to 
enjoy  the  possession  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his 
fullness  and  power,  but  is  entitled  to  believe  that 
he  already  enjoys  this  glorious  privilege  and  is 
to  act  accordingly,”  (pg.  12).  We  thus  see  the 
erroneous  teachings  that  these  people  promulgate 
concerning  the  individual’s  relation  to  Pentecos- 
tal baptism. 

There  is  another  view  which  is  prominent-^^ 
with  many  church  leaders,  who  in  their  teaching 
would  acknowledge  that  we  are  in  the  Pentecos- 
tal dispensation, — ^that  the  Church  and  the  indi- 
vidual believers  have  enjoyed  the  many  benefits 
that  the  Pentecostal  blessing  has  brought,  and 
that  the  Holy  Spirit  is  here  performing  his  office 
work  in  gathering  out  the  bride,  but  they  say  the 
Pentecostal  experience  which  was  received  on  the 
day  of  Pentecost  and  even  during  the  apostles’ 
time,  was  not  for  all  believers  at  that  or  any  oth- 
er time,  and  that  no  one  outside  of  the  apostles 
and  those  whom  God  has  called  for  some  special 
leadership,  or  work  has  enjoyed  this  experience. 
These  would  have  us  believe  that  believers  are 
divided  into  two  classes: — Christians  who  enjoy 
the  Pentecostal  experience  and  Christians  who  do 
not.  How  subtle  this  teaching  is!  How  consol- 
ing to  that  careless  and  sluggish  Christian,  who 
is  living  on  a low  plain  religiously — he  continues 
to  ease  his  conscience  and  hide  behind  the  thought 
that  it  is  not  God’s  plan  for  all  to  enjoy  this  full- 
ness and  that  only  a few  can  thus  receive  such 
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anointing.  This  theory  has  certainly  had  its  er- 
roneous effect  upon  many  believers.  . . . There 
is  another  which  is  closely  allied  to  this, — so 
much  so  that  we  have  classified  them  together. 
The  advocates  of  this  teaching  would  have  us  be- 
lieve in  Pentecost,  in  its  miraculous  results,  but 
that  it  was  only  received  by  the  apostles  and 
those  who  came  directly  under  ministry  of  the 
Apostles;  that  after  the  apostolic  age,  there  is  no 
further  Pentecostal  experience  for  the  church ; in 
fact,  that  the  days  of  miracles  are  over,  and  that 
there  are  no  miracles  of  today  outwardly  or  in- 
wardly; that  the  only  experience  today  is  a 
change  of  mind — “just  believe.”  Of  course  ac- 
cording to  their  belief  there  is  no  indwelling  of 
the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  next  doctrine  which  we  must  consider 
and  which  is  so  nearly  orthodox  until  many  are 
influenced  by  its  teachings,  is,  that  we  are  living 
in  the  Pentecostal  dispensation ; that  all  believers 
have  the  Spirit;  that  this  is  the  Pentecostal 
church  and  that  in  this  age  there  is  an  experience 
of  regeneration  for  every  believer;  that  further- 
more it  is  his  privilege  to  enjoy  the  Bible  ex- 
perience which  may  be  expressed  in  the  term 
of  “baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit.”  The  strik- 
ing thing  about  the  teaching  of  these  people  is, 
that  they  go  so  far  as  to  stress  that  the  Pente- 
costal dispensation  is  as  much  in  the  divine  plan 
as  any  other  dispensation,  even  to  the  extent  that 
it  is  in  the  divine  plan  as  much  as  Calvary:  that 
there  is  as  much  need  for  the  Spirit  to  do  his 
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office  work ; and  that  it  is  necessary  for  every  be- 
liever to  have  him  in  his  regenerating  power. 
But  they  would  come  short  of  the  necessity  of  the 
full  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  by  saying  that  it  is 
a privilege  rather  than  a duty,  in  other  words 
this  filling  is  somewhat  a religious  luxury;  the 
only  benefit  to  the  individual  is  the  enduement  of 
power  for  service,  and  that  this  baptism  only 
“suppresses,  subdues  or  holds  down  the  old  man.” 
This  teaching  is  prominent  today,  and  has  a 
large  number  of  followers. 

The  doctrine  which  we  believe  to  be  true  and 
borne  out  by  the  experience  of  thousands,  and  by 
the  word  of  God,  is — that  all  that  was  said  in  this 
latter  doctrinal  statement  is  true,  in  regard  to 
this  being  the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and 
that  it  is  as  much  in  the  divine  plan  as  the  other 
dispensations.  We  are  glad  to  acknowledge  with 
them  that  we  are  in  the  day  of  the  Holy  Spirit, 
when  he  is  doing  his  office  work  in  gathering  out 
the  bride,  but  we  would  stress  that  it  is  our  duty, 
and  not  just  a privilege,  to  ask  for  His  filling,  or 
to  seek  the  Holy  Spirit  in  his  fullness,  and  that 
it  is  the  obligation  of  every  Christian  to  receive 
this  as  the  crowning  blessing  of  his  life.  We 
would  further  insist  that  it  is  not  the  privilege  of 
the  individual  believer  to  accept  the  regenerating 
power  of  the  Holy  Spirit  and  then  neglect  Him 
in  his  cleansing  power.  Baptism  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  brings  that  wonderful  experience  of  heart 
purity  which  as  our  Master  himself  said,  is  nec- 
essary for  everyone  to  see  the  Lord.  “Blessed 
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are  the  pure  in  heart  for  they  shall  see  God." 
This  great  blessing  of  the  baptism  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,  does  not  pertain  to  a few  as  the  apostles, 
the  primitive  church,  or  a favored  few  in  the 
subsequent  ages.  It  is  on  the  other  hand  a com- 
mon blessing  for  all,  who  have  believed  in  Christ, 
received  the  forgiveness  of  sins, — ^the  least  as 
well  as  the  greatest,  may  enjoy  this  fullness. 
Further,  that  there  is  no  gift  that  the  Father  is 
mo^  willing  to  bestow  upon  believers.  Surely 
t^  baptismal  cleansing  is  the  noblest,  of  Chris- 
tianity. No  other  can  take  its  place. 

' It  is  acknowledged  by  all  that  there  is  a dif- 
ference in  the  experience  of  the  believer  who 
has  the  “new  life"  and  the  one  who  has  the  “life 
more  abundantly.”  The  first  is  considered  as  a 
converted  man.  He  knows  that  he  has  passed 
from  death  unto  life,  but  what  a fight  at  times 
must  he  keep  up  in  order  to  conquer  doubt ! What 
an  effort  under  certain  conditions,  for  him  to  as- 
sure his  heart  before  God.  Even  at  times  his 
close  friends  may  doubt  his  experience.  This  is 
not  so  with  him  who  has  the  “more  abundant 
life.”  It  is  full  of  joy  and  full  of  glory.  His 
friends  recognize  that  there  is  now  an  unction,  a 
holy  power,  in  his  life  which  was  not  there  be- 
fore. Yes,  the  former  is  a converted  man  and 
belongs  to  the  family  of  God,  but  the  latter  is 
sanctified.  He  also  is  in  the  family  of  God,  but 
there  is  a great  gulf  between  the  two.  The  dif- 
ference can  only  be  that  the  converted  man  has  in 
his  heart  the  principle  of  sin,  sometimes  called. 
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“the  old  man/'  “sin.”  The  other’s  heart  has  been 
cleansed  from  all  sin  and  this  makes  the  gulf.  The 
difference  of  experience  can  be  seen  in  the  apos- 
tles before  the  day  of  Pentecost.  They  were  then 
full  of  fear,  were  feeble,  were  cowards,  and  full 
of  self.  At  times  they  gave  evidence  of  being 
controlled  by  an  inward  foe.  What  a change 
Pentecost  brought  to  these  men!  They  were  be- 
lievers in  Christ  before  Pentecost,  but  afterward, 
they  were  servants  and  apostles  of  the  Lord.  Sin 
no  longer  reigns  in  their  mortal  bodies.  The 
Holy  Spirit  now  has  control  of  their  ransomed 
faculties.  They  are  no  longer  living  for  them- 
selves. They  were  crucified  to  the  world  and  the 
world  to  them.  It  was  Christ  who  lived  in  them. 
This  extraordinary  change  came  in  one  day,  yea, 
in  one  part  of  the  day.  “When  Pentecost  was 
fully  come,”  yes,  better  than  one  day,  in  one  mo- 
ment of  time  they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Ghost.  It  is  this  change  which  should  come  to 
Christians  now,  whether  soon  after  conversion 
or  long  after,  it  makes  the  same  changes  as  we 
see  it  made  in  Peter  and  the  rest  of  the  believers 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 

Such  expressions  as  “coming  upon  them, 
“filling  them,”  “they  were  all  filled  with  the  Holy 
Spirit,”  “then  Peter,  filled  with  the  Holy  Ghost,” 
and  many  other  similar  expressions,  are  used  by 
the  Scripture  to  describe  this  extraordinary 
change.  Surely  no  one  who  reads  his  Bible  de- 
nies that  the  apostles  had  the  Spirit  before  Pen- 
tecost, for  all  remember  the  occasion  when  Christ 
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breathed  upon  them  and  said,  “Receive  ye  the 
Holy  Spirit.”  How  often  have  we  found,  even 
among  those  who  would  deny  the  possibilities  of 
the  Pentecostal  experience,  that  when  they  would 
describe  a Christian  whose  experience  was  be- 
yond the  average  convert,  refer  to  him  as  a 
“spirit-filled  man.”  Our  contention  is,  that  the 
apostles,  and  the  early  church  fathers,  and  many 
others  through  the  church  ages,  have  had  this 
particular  experience  which  characterized  them 
from  other  believers,  and  that  this  change  can 
only  be  explained  by  the  “filling”  that  all  re- 
ceived on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  or  by  faith  have 
received  since.  How  the  converted  heart  longs 
for  this  experience.  Go  into  any  church  today 
though  its  ministry  and  laity  oppose  the  doctrine 
of  this  experience  and  yet  you  will  hear  the  cry 
from  the  lips  of  those  in  this  church  who  are 
converted,  saying,  “Fill  us  oh.  Lord,  with  thy 
Spirit.”  The  heart  is  always  ready  to  express  its 
desire. 

The  teachings  and  records  of  the  New  Testa- 
ment are  consistent  with  the  doctrine  that  all  con- 
verted individuals  may  receive  the  Holy  Spirit  in 
His  baptism.  The  special  cases  to  which  we  may 
refer,  to  bear  us  out  in  this  statement,  may  be 
called  extraordinary.  But  understand  the  day  of 
Pentecost  was  out  of  the  Ordinary.  The  revival 
at  Samaria  may  seem  to  be  a special  case,  but  it 
does  not  stand  alone.  It  was  sometime  after  Pen- 
tecost before  Philip  was  forced  to  flee  for  his  life, 
but  true  to  the  indwelling  Holy  Ghost,  he  must 
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preach  Christ  to  the  Samaritans.  His  preaching 
of  Christ  as  a Savior,  as  it  does  today,  soon 
brought  about  a remarkable  revival.  There  was 
great  joy  in  that  city.  The  sick  were  healed,  the 
devils  were  cast  out, — in  fact,  the  whole  town  was 
moved  toward  God.  The  believers  were  imme- 
diately baptized  with  water.  When  the  apostles 
at  Jerusalem,  hearing  of  this,  sent  Peter  and 
John  down,  they  laid  hands  on  them  and  prayed 
that  these  believing  ones  might  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost,  for  the  scripture  says,  “As  yet  he  was 
fallen  on  none  of  them,"  they  had  only  been  bap- 
tized in  the  name  of  Jesus.  When  these  two  apos- 
tles prayed  for  them,  they  received  the  Holy 
Ghost,  yet  the  Bible  records  “they  had  believed 
and  were  baptized."  “Therefore  they  had  the 
Holy  Spirit,  or  they  were  none  of  Christ's.  What 
a change  would  have  to  be  made  in  Acts  18  where 
this  revival  is  recorded,  if  it  is  to  read  in  har- 
mony with  some  of  the  theories  which  we  have 
already  given.  Some  one  has  said  that  this  was 
Pentecost  number  two,  “The  Samaritan  Pente- 
cost." There  is  a beautiful  proof  here  that  there 
must  be  a change  in  the  heart  of  an  individual 
before  he  receives  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
Simon,  the  sorcerer,  had  professed  and  had  been 
baptized  with  the  others,  but  when  he  saw  that 
by  laying  on  of  the  hands  of  Peter  and  John  that 
the  people  received  something  beyond  that  which 
they  received  when  they  believed,  he  immediately 
wanted  this  gift  and  offered  to  pay  for  this  pow- 
er; but  Peter  told  him  that  his  heart  was  not 
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right  with  God,  that  he  was  in  the  galls  of  bitter- 
ness and  the  bonds  of  iniquity.  He  was  com- 
manded by  Peter  to  repent  of  his  wickedness  be- 
fore the  judgments  of  God  came  upon  him.  Peter 
emphasized  that  it  was  necessary  for  this  man 
to  repent  before  he  received  the  gift  of  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Whether  Simon  backslid  after  he  was  a 
believer,  or  whether  his  profession  was  a sham, 
and  he  had  never  received  the  regenerating  pow- 
er of  the  Holy  Spirit,  makes  no  particular  differ- 
ence here.  It  shows  that  the  Holy  Spirit  deals 
with  the  heart  of  man,  and  that  he  must  be  right 
with  God  before  receiving  the  filling  of  the  Holy 
Ghost. 

The  Holy  Spirit  is  faithful  to  His  duty  when 
He  made  a record  of  the  occasion  at  the  house  of 
Cornelius,  used  the  expressions  “the  Holy  Spirit 
fell  on  all  of  them  who  heard  the  word,”  “They 
have  received  the  Holy  Ghost  as  well  as  we;” 
“The  Holy  Ghost  fell  on  them,  even  as  on  us  in 
the  beginning;”  “and  I remembered  the  word  of 
the  Lord,  how  that  he  said,  John  indeed  baptized 
with  water;  but  ye  shall  be  baptized  with  the 
Holy  Ghost.”  If  those  at  the  house  of  Cornelius 
received  the  same  as  that  which  the  Apostles  re- 
ceived on  the  day  of  Pentecost,  we  conclude  that 
the  results  must  be  the  same.  Peter  testifies  in 
the  15th  chapter  of  Acts,  that  the  results  were 
the  same ; that  these  at  the  house  of  Cornelius  re- 
ceived heart  cleansing  just  as  all  of  the  apostles 
and  believers  received  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
Acts  15:8,  9.  This  remarkable  service  at  the 
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house  of  Cornelius  has  been  classified  as  Pente- 
cost number  three, — ^“The  Gentile  Pentecost.”  In 
our  further  study  of  the  New  Testament  the  same 
facts  hold  true  in  this  selection  of  the  seven  dea- 
cons. They  were  instructed  to  “look  ye  out  from 
among  you,  seven  men  of  good  report,  (lives 
above  reproach — no  sin)  full  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
and  wisdom.” 

When  Paul  visited  the  city  of  Ephesus  and 
found  certain  disciples  there,  he  asked  a very  im- 
portant question.  “Did  ye  receive  the  Holy 
Ghost  when  ye  believed.”  If  some  of  the  doctrines 
which  we  mentioned  at  the  first  of  this  chapter 
are  true,  why  ask  such  a question ; for  according 
to  these,  if  these  were  believers,  they  had  al- 
ready received  him  in  all  of  his  fullness. 

Leaving  Acts  we  refer  the  reader  to  the  won- 
derful prayer  of  Paul  for  the  Church  at  Ephesus, 
praying  that  they  may  be  strengthened  by  the 
power  through  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  inner  man 
— ^that  “they  may  be  filled  with  all  the  fullness  of 
God.”  If  that  prayer  of  Paul  was  ever  answered, 
and  we  believe  that  it  was,  they  were  all  filled 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  they  had  power  in  the 
inner  man.  Therefore  there  could  be  no  place 
for  sin  in  those  who  are  filled  with  all  the  full- 
ness of  God. 

Or  take  Paul  in  the  same  epistle  to  the  Ephe- 
sians, Chap.  1:13,  “After  that  ye  believed,  ye 
were  sealed  with  that  Holy  Spirit  of  promise.” 
He  teaches  that  the  believing  and  sealing  were 
two  separate  things,  and  that  they  were  not  only 
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separate  in  thought  but  in  time.  Some  may  ask 
what  is  meant  by  being  sealed  with  the  Spirit? 
There  can  be  no  better  explanation  than  the  pri- 
mary meaning  of  the  word  “seal.”  In  the  legal 
sense,  it  makes  secure,  another  meaning  is  that  a 
seal  is  an  impression  or  stamp;  so  it  is  then  the 
stamping  of  the  image  of  God  on  the  soul.  How- 
ever, in  any  case,  it  is  more  than  believing.  All 
professors  who  are  orthodox  in  doctrine  ac- 
knowledge that  believers  receive  the  regenerating 
work  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  Then  sealing  is  another 
work  of  the  Holy  Ghost  in  the  heart — “a  second 
benefit,” — “another  gift,”  corresponding  to  the 
gift  of  the  Holy  Spirit  on  the  day  of  Pentecost. 
Shall  we  ignore  the  Lord’s  assurance  in  Luke 
11:13  where  he  informs  us  that  the  Lord  wants 
the  believer  to  ask  for  the  Holy  Spirit?  Some 
have  contended  that  this  is  an  ante-Pentecostal 
promise.  This  is  true  but  remember  the  book  of 
Luke  was  written  some  time  after  Pentecost.  So 
then  the  Holy  Spirit  had  it  recorded  for  the  post- 
Pentecostal  believers.  We  ask  what  could  it  re- 
fer to  except  to  the  fullness  of  the  Holy  Spirit? 
Every  one  after  Pentecost  who  wanted  to  be 
saved  was  instructed  to  believe  on  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ.  Nowhere  do  we  find  the  instruction  to 
a penitent  sinner  to  ask  for  the  Spirit.  How 
consistent  it  is,  to  believe,  that  this  passage  is  to 
the  believer,  that  he  is  instructing  him  to  ask  for 
another  gift — for  the  child  of  God — a fullness.  It 
does  seem  that  the  scripture  is  very  plain  in  its 
teachings  about  the  children  of  God  being  filled 
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with  the  Holy  Spirit.  This  gift  as  recorded  in 
the  Scripture  by  the  Holy  Spirit  is  for  the  be- 
liever— not  for  those  who  receive  Him  in  all  of 
His  fullness — ^but  is  for  all  those  who  feel  the 
need  of  the  Divine  power ; it  is  for  those  who  are 
anxious  to  live  this  beautiful  Spirit-filled  life  in 
this  present  world.  If  the  apostles  needed  it, 
then  do  we.  Was  God  more  liberal  with  them  than 
with  us?  If  they  needed  the  indwelling  power  of 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  preach  the  gospel,  to  live  a 
pure  life  and  to  render  acceptable  service  to  God, 
so  do  the  Minister  and  laity  of  today.  If  they 
needed  a pure  heart  wrought  by  the  filling  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  to  be  able  to  see  him,  so  do  we.  There 
is  too  much  proof  to  us  that  it  is  the  duty  and 
privilege  of  every  Christian  to  receive  this  expe- 
rience for  it  to  be  ignored. 

It  seems  to  be  the  history  of  man  from  the 
beginning  that  he  has  to  come  short  of  God’s  best. 
If  we  study  man  under  the  different  dispensa- 
tions, we  find  that  he  fails  to  measure  up  to  God’s 
standard,  and  so  many  times  it  is  because  he  ig- 
nores that  which  God  has  provided  for  him.  Even 
Adam  and  Eve  in  the  Garden  surrounded  by  all 
that  was  conducive  to  the  best  living  and  com- 
munion and  fellowship  with  God,  soon  lost  their 
place.  The  people  in  the  day  of  Noah  ignored  the 
preaching  of  this  righteous  man  when  God 
offered  them  deliverance  and  they  perished  in 
the  flood  of  his  wrath.  God  desired  that  He 
should  rule  Israel  through  patriarchs,  Abraham, 
Isaac  and  Jacob  and  others.  They  turned  Him 
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down  for  a human  king.  He  again  gave  to  them 
the  law  and  the  leadership  of  Moses,  and  the  land 
of  promise.  Soon  they  lost  this  great  country, 
and  are  now  scattered  to  the  four  corners  of  the 
earth.  He  gave  them  His  Son,  but  they  in  turn 
crucified  their  Messiah.  At  the  day  of  Pentecost 
he  gave  them  the  promised  Holy  Spirit  with  his 
enduing  power  and  cleansing  influence  and 
the  Church  now  is  turning  down  this  wonder- 
ful experience.  Believer,  may  we  insist  that  you 
ask  Him  for  the  fullness  of  the  Spirit;  ask  Him 
who  “giveth  abundantly  and  upbraideth  not 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

PENTECOST  AND  POWER. 

There  are  certain  things  which  cannot  be  sep- 
arated from  the  Pentecostal  experience.  The 
miraculous  gifts  are  too  clearly  seen  in  the  Scrip- 
ture, and  too  well  demonstrated  in  the  lives  of 
the  receivers  to  be  denied.  So  it  is  with  heart 
cleansing.  It  is  too  definite  in  the  testimony  of 
Peter  (Acts  15:8-9)  as  being  that  which  all  re- 
ceived on  the  day  of  Pentecost  and  also  that 
which  the  hearers  at  the  house  of  Cornelius  re- 
ceived under  his  preaching  when  they  were  bap- 
tized with  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  is  so  clearly  por- 
trayed in  the  Pentecostal  feast  that  it  seems  to  be 
beyond  doubt.  Further  from  the  Lord’s  own 
statement,  “Ye  shall  receive  power  after  that 
when  the  Holy  Ghost  is  come  upon  you,”  we  are 
thus  assured  that  power  is  another  privilege 
which  is  inseparable  from  Pentecost.  It  is  then 
very  necessary  that  we  understand  what  is  meant 
by  “ye  shall  have  power.” 

There  are  certain  characteristics  of  power 
which  we  must  study  in  order  to  understand  this 
Holy  Ghost  power.  First,  power  is  something 
which  cannot  be  defined.  There  are  certain 
words  in  the  Engilsh  language  with  which  we 
all  are  familiar,  or  we  all  clearly  understand  what 
is  meant  when  they  are  used,  but  it  is  impossible 
to  give  a clear  definition.  In  oi*der  to  define  any- 
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thing  we  must  be  able  to  tell  what  it  is  and  what 
it  does.  To  undertake  to  give  a definition  with- 
out telling  what  it  is  and  what  it  does,  fails  to 
clearly  define  the  object.  Power  is  one  of  those 
words.  In  looking  up  the  definition  we  find  that 
no  one  is  able  to  tell  us  what  it  is  and  what  it 
does,  but  we  may  be  able  to  define  clearly  some 
of  its  results.  The  second  thing  about  power  is 
that  it  cannot  be  seen.  We  may  see  a string  of 
cars  or  machinery  pulled  by  an  electric  motor,  or 
a steam  engine,  and  think  we  are  looking  at 
power,  but  not  so;  just  the  results  are  all  we  see. 
The  third  thing  to  be  noticed  about  power  is  that 
it  is  always  connected  with  a personality;  sep- 
arated from  a personality  it  is  useless  or  danger- 
ous. Just  as  this  is  true  concerning  power  with 
which  we  are  familiar,  so  it  is  with  spiritual  pow- 
er with  which  we  are  not  so  familiar.  We  are 
unable  to  define  the  power  which  comes  to  the  be- 
liever who  has  received  the  Holy  Ghost.  That 
which  we  oftimes  stress  and  urge  people  to  seek, 
is  not  power,  it  is  only  the  results ; consequently, 
we  soon  run  into  fanaticism.  This  within  itself 
has  been  the  cause  of  many  errors  in  preaching 
and  professing  the  Pentecost  blessing.  We  are 
all  human,  and  we  are  so  anxious  to  see  or  hear ; 
so  having  read  or  heard  of  some  of  the  outward 
results  or  manifestations  of  the  Holy  Spirit  we 
soon  begin,  if  we  are  not  very  careful  to  demand 
that  professors  shall  demonstrate  some  of  these 
outward  manifestations.  We  should  know  that 
these  can  be  counterfeited,  but  the  real  is  beyond 
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any  power  to  counterfeit.  We  have  known  many 
who  stress  manifestations  as  an  evidence  of  the 
indwelling’  Holy  Spirit.  Some  of  these  errors  are 
very  easily  detected.  When  people  begin  to  de- 
mand certain  physical  feelings  or  demonstra- 
tions, or  speaking  in  unknown  tongues,  and  Di- 
vine healing  and  stress  these  more  than  salva^ 
tion,  rest  assured  they  are  in  grave  error.  These 
all  may  be  counterfeited,  therefore  cannot  be  an 
evidence.  One  of  the  outstanding  evidences  of  the 
baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost  is  the  inner  con- 
sciousness of  an  indwelling  Personality,  the 
Spirit  himself  bearing  witness. 

Pentecostal  power,  like  other  powers,  must  be 
connected,  or  related,  to  a personality.  There  is 
an  idea  prominent  today  that  we  must  have  cer- 
tain types  of  architecture  in  our  church  build- 
ings; that  they  must  have  the  latest  equipment 
and  our  workers  must  all  be  branded  with  a cer- 
tain type  of  training.  Be  it  far  from  me  to  con- 
demn some  of  these  useful  things.  The  church 
without  the  Holy  Ghost  power,  however,  is 
unable  to  accomplish  the  great  work  which  God 
has  given  it.  Doubtless  the  church  of  today  has 
more  highly  educated  ministers,  the  best  trained 
workers,  more  modern  church  edifices,  and  great- 
er schools  than  at  any  time  in  its  history.  But 
how  about  its  power?  She  has  failed  because  of 
the  stress  on  these  things  rather  than  on  the  need 
of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  Holy  Spirit  power  is  not 
connected  with  the  material.  He  is  connected  only 
with  a personality, — a human  being.  This  is  the 
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Pentecostal  dispensation.  The  church  has  at  its 
disposal  all  the  power  that  is  necessary  to  carry 
out  the  great  commission  of  our  Master.  Speak- 
ing reverently,  God  is  helpless  in  the  salvation  of 
the  world  unless  He  can  get  the  church  to  accept 
the  Holy  Spirit  in  all  His  fullness.  A railroad 
company  may  build  a great  locomotive,  may  have 
steam  enough  in  the  boiler  to  pull  a string  of  cars 
across  the  continent,  yet  it  is  useless  unless  it  is 
under  the  control  of  the  engineer.  God  has  or- 
dained and  set  forward  the  church,  and  has  sent 
the  Holy  Spirit  to  it  with  power  enough  to  accom- 
plish all  for  which  he  has  planned  for  it,  and 
yet  when  man  refuses  the  connection  with  the 
Holy  Spirit,  this  great  organization  stands  help- 
less in  the  face  of  its  foe. 

Our  Lord  was  very  specific  in  His  promise 
concerning  this  power.  Luke  in  the  last  chapter 
and  the  48th  verse  tells  us,  “Ye  shall  be  wit- 
nesses,” and  the  49th,  “but  tarry  at  Jerusalem 
until  ye  are  endued  with  power  from  on  high.” 
He  begins  the  book  of  Acts  where  he  closed  his 
gospel,  so  he  makes  a record  there  in  the  1st 
chapter  and  the  11th  verse  that  the  power  of  the 
Holy  Spirit  makes  us  witnesses  in  Jerusalem,  Ju- 
daea, Samaria  and  the  uttermost  parts  of  the 
world.  So  it  is  very  specific  that  the  church  is  to 
vsdtness,  and  the  Lord  promises  Holy  Ghost  power 
for  this  purpose.  This  witnessing  is  that  of  tes- 
timony. How  many  times  have  most  Christians 
realized  that  he  had  found  the  Lord  but  he  was 
helpless  when  it  came  to  bearing  testimony  of  the 
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inward  work.  We  have  all  sometimes  had  this 
experience  that  when  in  a meeting  where  others 
were  giving  in  a ringing  testimony  and  seemed  to 
enjoy  telling  what  God  had  done  for  them,  we  too 
wanted  to  bear  testimony  but  were  helpless  and 
void  of  power.  How  defeated  we  felt;  how  the 
enemy  did  make  sport  of  our  Christian  experi- 
ence; how  discouraged  w'e  became  and  how  many 
have  given  up  under  such  a trial.  Pentecost 
brings  power  in  testimony.  He  also  gives  power 
in  song,  power  in  prayer,  and  power  in  preach- 
ing. These  become  mechanical  unless  they  are 
endued  with  Holy  Ghost  power.  This  power  ex- 
tends further  than  that.  It  is  needed  in  doing 
personal  work ; in  leading  individuals  to  an  expe- 
rimental knowledge  of  salvation.  This  no  doubt 
is  one  of  the  great  needs  of  today.  It  is  astonish- 
ing to  contemplate  the  time  the  young  preacher 
must  spend  on  the  study  of  sociology  and  other 
like  subjects,  compared  to  the  small  amount  of 
time  required  or  demanded  in  the  knowledge  of 
doing  personal  work.  These  subjects  have  their 
place,  and  there  is  a need  for  workers  who  can  go 
in  and  help  to  change  some  social  conditions,  or 
remedy  surroundings,  however,  the  greatest  need 
is,  for  one  who  cannot  only  do  this,  but  can  lead 
the  individual  to  the  Lamb  of  God  which  taketh 
away  the  sin  of  the  world. 

The  Pentecostal  power  must,  and  does,  go 
further  than  service.  Man  by  mere  force  of  will, 
or  human  personality  can  accomplish  a great  deal 
for  the  church,  and  even  lead  people  to  God 
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though  he  himself  may  have  no  personal  experi- 
ence. But  the  Pentecostal  power  equips  the  be- 
liever to  live  a victorious  life  over  the  enemy  of 
the  human  race.  Victory  may  be  inward  as  well 
as  outward.  This  complete  victory  can  only  be 
brought  about  by  the  death  of  the  old  man.  How 
many  seemingly  successful  Christian  workers  fail 
upon  this  one  point  of  inward  victory.  This  vic- 
tory is  not  the  results  of  the  suppression  of  the 
carnal  mind  or  sin.  The  carnal  mind  is  not  sub- 
ject to  the  law  of  God,  it  is  an  outlaw,  a murderer, 
for  “to  be  carnally  minded  is  death.”  Death 
comes  where  it  abides.  The  best  thing  then  to  do 
with  such  a murderer  is  to  put  him  to  death.  No 
wonder  Paul  triumphed  when  he  said  “Knowing 
this  that  our  old  man  is  crucified,”  so  we  are  not 
to  serve  sin.  Our  fruits  are  now  unto  holiness. 
This  “carnal  mind”  or  sin  is  not  our  physical  in- 
firmities. These  infirmities  are  not  sin, — ^they 
are  the  results  of  sin.  But  sin  is  a principle  in- 
herited from  Adam.  This  Pentecostal  blessing 
brings  death  to  this  inherited  principle  making  it 
possible  that  the  triune  God  can  reign  supremely 
in  our  inner  man.  Thus  the  Holy  Spirit  has  full 
possession  and  can  use  every  avenue  of  our  being 
for  the  demonstration  of  His  power. 

To  claim  that  the  Pentecostal  blessing  or  bap- 
tism only  brings  suppression  necessarily  makes  a 
way,  or  a necessity  for,  the  third  blessing,  for  we 
know  that  sin  cannot  enter  heaven.  Consequently 
it  must  be  destroyed  sometime,  and  somewhere, 
this  side  of  the  pearly  gates.  There  is  no  place 
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for  a third  blessing  in  our  Jewish  feasts.  Pass- 
over  is  a type  of  our  deliverance  from  Egypt, 
the  bondage  from  sin,  through  Jesus  the  slain 
lamb.  Pentecost  beautifully  portrays  our  deliv- 
erance from  SIN,  for  a sin  olfering  was  made  on 
the  day  of  Pentecost ; but  at  this  time  no  trespass 
offering  was  made  as  our  trespasses  had  been 
covered  when  we  accepted  Jesus  Christ  as  our 
Passover  Lamb. 

The  human  heart  covets  power.  We  know  of 
nothing  that  appeals  to  man  more  than  the  possi- 
bility of  possessing  some  kind  of  power.  Men 
will  sell  their  souls  for  a power  or  influence  which 
will  attract  the  attention  of  their  fellowman,  as 
will  cause  him  in  any  way  to  be  submissive  to 
their  ideas  or  ways.  It  has  been  this  desire  for 
power  which  has  caused  so  many  bloody  wars.  It 
was  this  desire  that  caused  Satan  to  fall  from  the 
high  place  for  which  he  was  created.  Power  is 
one  of  the  most  dangerous  things  for  which  one 
may  desire  and  yet  can  be  one  of  the  most  useful 
things,  if  it  is  the  right  kind  and  if  used  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Kingdom  of  God.  It  was  the 
power  of  the  Gospel  which  Paul  held  out  to  the 
Romans  as  an  appeal  to  them  that  they  might 
keep  from  the  power  of  heathendom  and  serve 
the  living  God,  Romans  1:16.  The  unregenerate 
longs  for  power  that  he  may  be  considered  super- 
ior or  he  may  be  able  to  lord  it  over  his  fellow- 
men.  The  true  regenerate  longs  for  Holy  Ghost 
power  in  order  that  he  may  be  a true  servant  of 
God  and  thereby  serve  his  fellowman. 
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There  is  a preparation  that  God  demands  be- 
fore this  power  is  given  to  man.  There  must  be 
a heart  cleansing,  the  vessel  must  be  sanctified 
“meet  for  the  Master’s  use.”  “If  any  man  there- 
fore purge  himself” — ^the  word  for  purge  we  are 
told  means,  to  purge  right  out — or  to  the  bottom 
— “shall  be  a vessel  for  the  Master’s  use.”  This 
deep  cleansing  is  necessary  before  the  Master  can 
trust  us  with  His  power.  It  is  this  cleansing  the 
enemy  opposes.  It  is  not  to  be  understood  that 
there  is  a cleansing — ^then  a baptism  of  power. 
These  two  are  simultaneous — two  separate  things 
and  yet  come  at  the  same  time.  Regeneration 
and  justification  are  two  distinct  things — regen- 
eration is  that  which  takes  place  in  the  heart  of 
man;  justification  is  that  which  takes  place  in 
the  mind  of  God.  Two  separate  things  and  yet 
both  take  place  at  the  same  time — no  one  can  be 
justified  unless  he  is  regenerated — neither  can  he 
be  regenerated  without  being  justified.  So  it  is 
with  cleansing  and  the  baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost 
Power.  Cleansing  is  that  which  takes  place  in 
the  heart  of  man  and  power  belongs  to  the  Holy 
Ghost.  Whoever  is  cleansed  has  the  Holy  Ghost 
power.  Whoever  has  the  Holy  Ghost  power  is 
cleansed.  This  power  may  be  manifested  in  the 
life  along  different  ways  or  different  degrees — as 
“He  willeth.” 

There  are  steps  leading  up  to  this  cleansing 
and  Pentecostal  baptism.  In  the  Pentecostal  feast 
our  attention  was  called  to  the  part  of  the  feast 
which  was  the  consecration  of  the  loaves  of 
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bread.  These  represented  the  consecration  of  all 
they  had  made  that  year.  Their  all  was  given  to 
God.  Then  an  offering  for  sin  was  made.  To  get 
before  the  reader  our  thought,  the  two  loaves  of 
bread,  which  were  a type  of  the  church  composed 
of  both  Jew  and  Gentile,  the  leaven  in  the  bread 
is  a type  of  original  sin  in  the  believer,  and  the 
sin  offering  which  was  made  at  this  time  was  a 
type  of  cleansing  of  leaven  or  sin  from  the  church. 
There  must  be  a consecration  of  all  the  believer 
possesses  and  a surrender  of  self  and  a willing- 
ness that  aU  selfish  desires  and  interests  be 
yielded  to  God.  No  longer  my  will  but  thine,  oh 
God.  This  surrender  or  death  to  self  is  of  such, 
that  most  people  are  not  willing  to  pay  the  price. 
Self  interests  cannot  enter,  if  vanity  or  desire  for 
self-aggrandizement  enter  into  our  motives  there 
can  be  no  expecting  or  receiving  of  this  power. 
We  cannot  expect  God  to  intrust  this  power  to  us 
on  any  other  terms  than  for  His  glory. 

In  this  act  of  preparation  there  must  be  a 
wilingness  to  take  God  Himself  as  well  as  His 
power ; we  cannot  have  the  power  alone,  there  is 
no  separation  between  it  and  Him.  To  have  this 
power  within  we  must  have  Christ  within.  But 
this  means  I fear,  more  than  we  have  thought. 
If  man  can  have  this  power  to  do  as  he  will,  many 
like  Simon  would  be  willing  to  buy  it  with  money. 
The  things  of  God  cannot  be  purchased  with  cor- 
ruptible things  as  silver  and  gold — ^they  can  only 
be  gotten  by  being  emptied  of  all  human  power, 
so  he  becomes  helpless  in  order  that  He  may  be 
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free  to  use  His  power.  He  must  be  willing  for 
God  alone  to  have  the  glory  for  all  that  is  ac- 
complished in  his  life;  he  must  be  willing  to  de- 
crease while  the  things  of  God  increase. 

This  we  fear  is  not  what  most  Christians  are 
willing  to  do  in  their  seeking.  This  accounts  for 
so  many  empty  professions  and  powerless 
churches.  At  this  point  we  believe  many  have 
fallen,  who  have  been  possessors  of  the  Holy 
Ghost  power.  Because  of  this  power  there  was  a 
certain  amount  of  attraction  to  themselves  and 
soon  the  enemy  succeeded  in  getting  them  to  look 
at  self.  He  then  was  able  to  substitute  his  pow- 
er for  God’s.  He  was  willing  that  it  be  done  in 
the  name  of  God ; provided  God,  was  not  doing  it 
and  if  he  could  at  the  same  time  wreck  a soul. 

What  are  the  results  as  far  as  the  success  in 
this  life  for  one  who  has  received  this  Pentecostal 
power?  While  there  are  some  things  which  al- 
ways follow  the  Pentecostal  blessing,  there  are 
some  things  which  do  not  necessary  follow.  It 
does  not  always  follow  that  the  possessor  will 
have  visible  success  in  this  world.  It  rarely  wins 
the  homage  of  the  worldly  and  half-hearted  man. 
The  Scripture  in  both  Old  and  New  Testament 
show  that  because  man  was  Spirit-filled  did  not 
guarantee  the  success  that  men  call  success.  John 
the  Baptist’s  preaching  moved  the  whole  com- 
munity, but  his  ministry  only  lasted  six  months, 
and  he  paid  for  this  with  his  head.  Peter  could 
herald  the  gospel  in  the  face  of  a mob  but  at 
times  had  to  submit  to  the  severest  scourging. 
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Paul  could  deliver  a message  that  would  make  a 
king  tremble  while  on  his  throne,  yet  he  must  be 
subjected  to  the  severest  punishment  and  must 
become,  as  some  may  say,  a tramp  preacher.  No, 
the  power  is  unseen  and  in  most  cases  subjects 
the  possessor  to  the  severest  suiferings  but  it  is 
always  successful  according  to  God’s  plan. 


CHAPTER  VIT. 

PENTECOST  AND  THE  BAPTISM  WITH  FIRE. 

The  discussion  of  this  subject  is  due  to  the 
prominence  given  it  by  connecting  it  with  the 
Baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  also  because  of  the 
two  statements  made  by  John:  “He  shall  baptize 
you  with  the  Holy  Ghost  and  fire.”  Matt.  3 :11  and 
Luke  3:16.  These  seem  to  be  the  only  proof 
texts  used  by  those  who  make  much  of  the  state- 
ment, “Baptism  with  Fire.”  This  is  the  reason  for 
further  discussion,  because  some  who  believe  and 
preach  the  Pentecostal  Baptism  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  make  the  Baptism  with  the  Spirit  and  the 
Baptism  with  Fire  the  same.  That  there  is  diffi- 
culty in  satisfactorily  explaining  what  is  meant 
by  the  “Baptism  with  Fire”  is  admitted  and  seem- 
ingly has  been  admitted  by  many  others,  since  the 
subject  is  generally  passed  over  by  numerous 
writers  without  discussion. 

One  author  suggests  the  following  questions 
in  his  brief  mention  of  the  subject: — (1)  “Is 
the  Baptism  with  Fire  a part  of  the  Baptism  with 
the  Holy  Ghost  or  is  it  to  be  distinguished  from 
it  as  something  new?”  (2)  “Was  it  fulfilled  at 
Pentecost?”  (3)  “Was  it  exhausted  then?”  (4) 
“Is  it  a personal  experience  still?”  and  if  so  (5) 
“What  are  its  conditions?” 

No  doubt  these  questions  are  sufficient  to 
cover  the  subject,  and  if  answered  correctly,  will 
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clear  up  this  most  important  phase.  The  only 
two  verses  to  which  it  is  directly  connected,  by 
so  many,  are  the  two  statements  of  the  “Baptism 
with  the  Holy  Ghost,”  however,  it  should  be  un- 
derstood that  the  American  Version  and  the  Re- 
vised Version  do  not  repeat  the  preposition 
“with.”  If  we  should  take  these  two  verses 
found  in  Matthew  and  Luke  alone  as  given  by 
King  James’  version  for  the  basis  of  our  discus- 
sion we  would  on  the  face  of  our  investigation 
be  forced  to  say  that  they  describe  part  of  the 
Baptism  with  the  Holy  Ghost,  with  the  Baptism 
with  the  Holy  Ghost  the  larger  and  more  im- 
portant part.  But  may  we  ask ! “What  is  there  in 
the  Baptism  with  ‘Fire’  that  John  should  single 
it  out  at  the  time  of  his  preaching?”  “Was  it 
worthy  to  stand  side  by  side  with  Pentecost  it- 
self?” The  Baptism  of  the  Holy  Ghost  brings 
“power,’  ’“courage,”  or  “Holiness.”  It  does  seem, 
when  we  look  at  it  from  this  standpoint,  that  the 
Baptism  with  “Fire”  must  stand  alone,  and  on 
another  footing  altogether.  The  above  mentioned 
terms  give  the  results  of  the  descent  of  the  Holy 
Spirit  upon  believers.  No  doubt  this  Baptism 
“with  Fire”  is  a different  consideration  or  view- 
point and  at  the  same  time  cannot  be  separated 
from  the  Pentecostal  experience,  when  we  realize 
that  this  experience  prepares  us  for  highest  of 
God’s  love.  When  these  statements  are  made  we 
realize  that  the  reader  is  anxious  to  know  from 
God’s  word  the  relation  of  the  Baptism  with  Fire 
to  the  Pentecostal  experience.  We  are  contend- 
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ing  for  the  teaching  that  the  Baptism  with  the 
Spirit  brings  to  the  believer’s  heart  cleansing 
from  all  sin:  that  this  cleansing  is  wrought  by 
the  Holy  Spirit  applying  the  blood.  1 Cor.  6:11; 
Heb.  10 :22 ; 1 Peter  1 :2 ; Heb.  12 :24 ; that  sin  is 
thus  so  completely  destroyed  that  the  destruction 
is  as  if  produced  by  fire,  however,  we  know  of  no 
scripture  which  states  specifically  that  sin  is 
cleansed  by  being  burned  out,  or  with  the  Spirit 
per  se.  There  are  statements,  however,  that  show 
that  the  Spirit  sanctifies  by  sprinkling  or  wash- 
ing with  the  blood.  Fire  is  one  of  the  emblems 
of  the  Spirit,  therefore,  some  translate  the  state- 
ment of  John:  “He  shall  baptize  you  with  the 
Holy  Ghost,  even  Fire”,  or  “He  shall  baptize  you 
with  the  fiery  Holy  Ghost.”  I contend  that  there 
is  cleansing  from  sin  only  as  the  Holy  Spirit  ap- 
plies the  glorified  blood  of  Jesus  Christ.  It 
should  be  borne  in  mind  that  our  Lord  spoke  of 
the  Baptism  of  suffering  or  cup  of  suffering  and 
the  Holy  Ghost  speaking  through  the  inspired 
writers  speaks  of  fiery  trials,  trial  of  works  by 
fire,  and  makes  other  such  statements  to  which 
we  believe  the  term  “Baptism  with  Fire”  can  be 
applied  also. 

If  we  refer  back  to  a statement  made  in  the 
first  chapters  we  find  that  some  teach  that  Pente- 
cost was  a celebration  of  the  time  when  God  ac- 
cepted the  offerings  by  fire  from  heaven.  Then, 
if  we  read  the  second  chapter  of  Acts  our  atten- 
tion is  called  to  the  “tongues  of  fire”  which  sat 
upon  the  heads  of  the  praying  disciples  in  the 
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upper  room;  so  that  with  these  things  only  in 
mind  we  may  be  ready  like  so  many,  to  say  that 
the  Baptism  of  Fire  was  fulfilled  on  the  day  of 
Pentecost,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  it 
was  not  “tongues  of  fire”  but  “tongues  like  as  of 
fire.”  Is  it  possible  that  John  the  Baptist  was  re- 
ferring to  the  “likeness  of  fire”?  On  further  in- 
vestigation in  this  wonderful  narrative  of  Pente- 
cost we  do  not  find  a reference  to  fire,  only  as  it 
tells  us  of  “blood  and  fire  and  vapor  of  smoke.” 
This  is  largely  in  reference  to  the  great  and 
notable  day  which  is  yet  in  the  future.  This 
“Baptism  of  Fire”  is  conspicuously  absent  from 
the  other  references  to  the  Pentecosal  Baptisms 
which  are  found  in  the  Book  of  Acts. 

Though  we  should  agree  that  the  day  of  Pente- 
cost was  a time  set  aside  to  celebrate  the  accep- 
tance by  God  of  the  offerings  of  His  people  by 
fire,  and  that  the  statement  of  John  referred  to 
“likeness  of  fire,”  we  have  not  yet  settled  the 
question  as  to  whether  John  did  not  refer  to  a 
further  fulfillment  in  the  church,  which  so  start- 
lingly characterized  the  work  of  the  coming 
Christ.  Should  we  be  able  to  settle  the  question 
as  to  whether  the  Disciples  ever  knew  in  after 
years  of  a further  testing  by  “baptism  with  fire,” 
it  would  doubtless  settle  the  meaning  of  the  state- 
ment of  John.  In  reading  the  account  of  the  out- 
pouring of  the  Spirit  at  Samaria  or  at  the  house 
of  Cornelius  or  any  other  statement  concerning 
the  manifestation  of  the  Baptism  with  the  Holy 
Spirit  we  are  aware  of  the  fact  that  nothing  hap- 
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pened  on  these  occasions  which  would  convince 
us  that  the  Disciples  received  such  baptism. 

If  we  are  unable  to  settle  this  by  other  Scrip- 
tural statements  we  are  ready  to  confess  that  the 
meaning  is  yet  in  darkness  to  us.  The  best  au- 
thorities tell  us  that  the  various  passages  found 
in  the  New  Testament  which  have  reference  to 
fire  are  divided  into  two  classes.  The  larger 
number  refer  to  purification  by  fire;  a few  refer 
to  punishment  by  fire.  Some  teach  that  it  is  the 
former  to  which  John  refers,  however,  some  of 
the  early  church  fathers  taught  that  John  meant 
that  those  who  did  not  repent  would  be  punished 
by  the  “everlasting  burnings.”  Some  thought 
that  he  referred  to  purification  by  fire  and  that  it 
was  literal  fire,  so  they  created  the  purgatorial 
fires  for  purification  after  death.  I am  convinced 
after  much  study  that  the  Baptism  with  Fire,  or 
by  sufferings,  or  by  fiery  trials  does  produce  a 
priestly  perfection,  but  not  purification  from  sin. 
The  writer  did  not  refer  to  any  commentaries 
until  these  articles  were  written  but  without  an 
exception  all  to  which  he  has  referred  teach  that 
such  passages  as  Malachi  3 :3  and  the  two  state- 
ments of  John  which  were  used  at  the  beginning 
of  this  chapter  refer  to  “fiery  trials”  which  are 
to  come  to  God’s  people.  There  can  be  no  cleans- 
ing from  sin  save  by  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ.  There  is  no  purifying  “fire”  spiritual  or 
otherwise  which  can  cleanse  the  human  heart 
from  sin.  The  Holy  Spirit  when  he  comes  in 
with  all  of  His  fullness  applies  the  blood  of  Je- 
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sus  which  cleanses  from  all  sin.  Such  an  expres- 
sion as  “the  fire  burning  out  the  last  remains  of 
sin,”  we  believe  is  erroneous.  We  may  refer  to 
sin  being  so  completely  destroyed  as  if  it  were 
destroyed  by  fire.  We  must  not  direct  the  atten- 
tion of  those  who  “hunger  and  thirst  after  right- 
eousness” away  from  the  cleansing  blood.  We 
know  of  nothing  which  would  please  the  enemy 
more.  We  are  so  apt  to  get  the  seeker’s  purpose 
centered  upon  some  physical  sensation  or  emo- 
tional manifestation  rather  than  the  real  cleans- 
ing which  comes  by  the  Holy  Ghost’s  application 
of  the  blood!  What  a tendency  there  is  on  the 
part  of  many  to  make  the  Scriptural  statements 
concerning  the  cleansing  effect  of  the  blood  a 
figure  of  speech  rather  than  a reality! 

There  are  passages  of  Scripture  which  teach 
the  separating  effect  of  fire  but  in  a different 
sense  than  purification  from  sin.  In  fact,  fire 
does  not  destroy  but  separates  into  different  ele- 
ments. When  we  read  Peter  1:7,  “That  the 
proof  of  your  faith  being  more  precious  than  gold 
that  perisheth  though  it  is  proved  by  fire  might 
be  found  unto  praise  and  glory  and  honor  at  the 
revelation  of  Jesus  Christ,”  we  see  that  it  is  the 
“faith”  that  is  proved  as  well  as  the  “gold.” 
Again,  in  1 Cor.  3 :13,  it  is  said  that  “each  man’s 
work  shall  be  made  manifest:  for  the  day  shall 
declare  it,  because  it  is  revealed  in  fire;  and  the 
fire  itself  shall  prove  each  man’s  work  of  what 
sort  it  is.”  And  still  further,  “if  any  man’s  work 
shall  be  burned,  he  shall  suffer  loss;  but  he  him- 
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self  shall  be  saved ; yet  so  as  by  fire.”  Paul  warns 
the  church  at  Corinth  against  having  works  of 
hay,  wood  and  stubble,  which  would  be  burned. 
These  passages  of  Scriptures  evidently  teach 
that  the  fire  tries  and  approves  the  work ; that  it 
destroys  mnch  work  of  the  Christian  though  he 
is  saved.  Peter,  in  1 Peter  4:12,  13,  states: 
“Think  it  not  strange  concerning  the  fiery  trials 
. . . but  inasmuch  as  ye  are  partakers  of  Christ’s 
sufferings,  rejoice.”  In  Revelation  3 :18,  we  find 
this  statement : “I  counsel  thee  to  buy  of  me  gold 
refined  by  fire.”  These  references,  no  doubt, 
teach  the  proving  effect  of  suffering  and  trial 
upon  the  Christian.  This  is  further  borne  out 
by  a statement  of  our  Lord  Himself  (Luke  49  : 
50) : *T  came  to  cast  fire  upon  the  earth,  and  what 
will  I if  it  is  already  kindled  ? But,  I have  a Bap- 
tism to  be  baptized  with.”  Does  it  not  mean  that 
while  Christ  was  going  to  allow  a fiery  baptism 
to  come  upon  the  earth,  and  that  He  too,  must 
pass  through  the  same,  and  that  He  realized  it 
was  already  for  Him,  that  He  must  pass  through 
it,  and  He  was  straightened  until  it  was  done? 
Can  it  be  that  the  Lord  taught  that  there  are 
certain  places  and  positions  in  this  life  and  in  the 
life  to  come  that  could  never  be  realized  until 
Christians  have  their  “Baptism  with  Fire” — ^that 
it  takes  the  fiery  trials  and  sufferings  by  sep- 
arating the  chaff  from  the  wheat  to  equip  us  for 
the  places  prepared  for  us  in  His  coming  king- 
dom? Is  it  the  Baptism  which  the  Master  re- 
ferred to  when  He  asked  the  mother  of  the  Zebe- 
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dee  children,  (Matt.  20:21,  22,  23),  as  to  whether 
her  sons  could  drink  of  His  cup  and  be  baptized 
with  His  baptism  in  order  that  one  could  sit  on 
his  right  hand  and  the  other  on  his  left  in  His 
coming  kingdom?  Some  sufferings  are  spoken 
of  by  the  inspired  writers  and  by  the  Lord  Him- 
self as  a “Baptism,”  because  there  are  certain 
kinds  of  service  which  can  never  be  possible  till 
we  accept  of  them  and  pass  through  them.  Pain 
and  persecution  were  to  be  their  portion ; yet  they 
needed  this  to  prepare  them  for  the  Lord’s  glori- 
fied presence.  They  needed  the  purifying  effect 
of  Pentecost  to  enable  them  to  bear  this  peculiar 
proving,  so  then  the  baptism  with  the  Spirit  may 
be  followed  by  the  “Baptism  with  Fire.”  In  the 
2nd  chapter  of  Acts  we  see  the  one  and  in  the  4th 
chapter  of  Acts  the  beginning  of  the  other. 

What  was  true  for  the  early  Disciples  is  true 
for  all  in  this  Pentecostal  age — yet,  this  baptism 
of  suffering  must  not  be  mistaken  for  the  mere 
trials  of  discipline.  This  may,  and  doubtless  is  a 
part,  but  it  seems  that  this  baptism  goes  farther 
than  mere  correction.  It  is  to  be  accepted  as 
from  God  just  as  we  accept  the  baptism  with  the 
Spirit.  Every  Spirit-baptized  child  of  His  should 
remain  as  He,  “straightened”  until  the  inevitable 
“Baptism”  comes  and  does  its  part  in  the  further 
adjusting  of  the  soul  for  personal  relation  to 
the  work  of  the  Lord.  This  Priestly  Perfection  is 
not  personal  purity  from  sin  or  uncleanness,  but 
does  make  it  possible  for  His  people  who  are 
priests  and  kings,  to  attain  high  human  perfec- 
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tion  in  relation  to  God’s  work.  It  takes  this 
“baptism”  before  Christ’s  own  sanctified  ones  are 
so  equipped  that  God  can  trust  them  with  His 
important  work  here,  and  before  they  are  fit  to 
reign  with  Him  in  the  coming  kingdom.  (Rom. 
8:17;  2 Tim.  2:12;  Rev.  3:21).  It  is  a great 
thing  for  us  to  trust  God,  but  it  is  a greater  thing 
for  God  to  trust  us.  We  can  trust  Him  for  the 
cleansing  blood  which  we  receive  by  the  Baptism 
with  the  Holy  Spirit,  but  not  all  who  receive  the 
cleansing  can  He  trust  fully  with  His  priestly 
work.  Past  Church  History  gives  us  some  out- 
standing characters  who  were  mighty  forces  in 
pushing  forward  the  work  of  the  Lord,  but  it  also 
gives  us  an  insight  into  their  Baptisms  with  suf- 
ferings (fire) . In  Genesis  3 :15,  we  have  recorded 
the  first  prophecy  of  the  Messiah.  In  that 
prophecy  it  is  taught  that  he  was  to  bruise  the 
head  of  the  serpent,  and  also  that  the  serpent,  or 
Satan,  was  to  bruise  His  heel.  Christ  was  to 
conquer  Satan,  but  in  the  conquering  He  was  to 
be  bruised.  The  Scripture  further  teaches  that 
Jesus  was  to  be  further  perfected  by  suffering. 
Heb.  2:10.  The  Pentecostal  Church  is  to  be  vic- 
torious over  Satan,  but  rest  assured  that  with 
every  blow  we  give  Satan,  he  is  to  leave  on  us 
some  results  of  the  conflict.  There  can  be  no 
victory  without  bruises.  The  reader  can  take  his 
choice  of  being  a follower  of  Christ  who  can 
merely  reach  the  New  Jerusalem,  or  he  can  be  a 
successful  worker  for  the  Master,  but  a wounded 
soldier,  but  one  who  can  sit  on  the  throne  with 
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Him.  Is  there  such  experience  for  Christians 
now?  Surely  there  is  a tribulation  which  all  who 
are  to  be  qualified  for  His  work  must  pass 
through.  No  doubt  the  reader  wants  to  know  if 
this  baptism  is  a crisis.  In  some  cases  it  is,  but 
doubtless  in  many  it  is  not.  Sometimes  it  may  be 
compared  to  a furnace  into  which  we  seem  to  be 
thrown ; and  this  lasting  for  a day  or  week,  yea,  a 
month,  and  I must  say  with  some,  for  a year  or 
years.  .This  strain  may  be  so  severe  and  trying 
on  the  physical  that  it  culminates  in  bodily  ill- 
ness. Who  knows  but  that  Paul’s  “thorn  in  the 
flesh”  was  due  to  some  of  his  crises  or  some  con- 
tinual strain  upon  the  physical  man ; but  suffice  it 
to  say  that  whatever  it  was  and  whatever  it  was 
due  to  it  was  further  preparing  him  to  more  per- 
fectly fill  his  apostleship.  It  was  a secret  between 
him  and  God.  He  never  explained  it  fully  to  his 
brethren,  only  “that  God  said,  my  grace  is  suffi- 
cient.” Many  of  God’s  servants  have  gone 
through  this  secret  chamber  with  their  Lord,  and 
have  held  it  as  one  of  the  sacred  things  between 
him  and  God.  He  never  explained  it  fully  to  his 
brethren,  only  “that  God  said,  my  grace  is  suffi- 
cient.” 

Frequently,  in  many  cases,  it  is  a slow  fire 
which  God  appoints  to  His  people  who  are  Pente- 
costally  baptized.  God  places  this  cup  in  the 
hands  of  His  dearest  ones.  He  did  so  with  His  own 
Son  and  while  in  the  garden  he  said,  “Father,  if  it 
be  possible  let  this  cup  pass  from  me;  neverthe- 
less not  as  I will,  but  as  Thou  wilt.”  I say  it  rever- 
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ently,  but  it  seems  that  our  Lord  realized  that  He 
had  an  opportunity  to  withdraw  but  knew  that 
without  the  cup  there  could  be  no  crown.  When 
God  places  this  opportunity  in  the  hands  of  His 
own  they  have  the  privilege  to  withdraw  their 
consent  if  they  wish,  from  this  fiery  test,  or  they 
may  continue  to  accept  it,  as  the  Spirit  goes  on  to 
apply  the  fire.  Think  it  not  strange  when  these 
fiery  trials  come ; in  fact,  we  should  consider  it  an 
honor  when  God  allows  one  of  His  own  to  pass 
through  the  fiery  testings.  He  has  let  such  an 
one  into  the  inner  circle.  He  is  now  making  a 
choice  for  him  for  a greater  service  in  His  pres- 
ent and  coming  kingdom.  Dear  reader,  do  not 
complain  when  you  are  passing  through  the 
“Baptism  with  Fire”;  your  heavenly  Father 
knows  what  is  needed  for  your  further  human 
perfection  in  relation  to  His  work.  He  is  choos- 
ing you  for  a higher  place  of  service. 

Our  hearts  have  been  made  to  ache  when  we 
have  heard  expressions  concerning  the  “baptism 
with  fire”  which  have  placed  it  on  a mere  physical 
or  emotional  basis,  or  to  make  it  the  cleansing 
from  sin.  It  is  so  far  above  the  common  physical 
or  emotional  manifestation  that  it  seems  we  be- 
come too  familiar  with  Holy  things  when  we  re- 
fer to  it  as  such.  It  cannot  be  made  to  take  the 
place  of  the  precious  blood  of  our  Lord.  Then 
furthermore,  it  is  beyond  mere  chastening  of  our 
God, — I repeat  it, — it  is  a personal  adjustment  in 
relation  to  God’s  work.  Many  are  called,  but  few 
are  chosen  for  such  an  honor  as  to  be  “Baptized 
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with  Fire.”  It  is  not  necessary  to  have  this  bap- 
tism in  order  to  be  a member  of  the  Bridehood, 
but  it  is  necessary  if  we  would  sit  on  His  right 
hand  or  on  His  left  in  His  coming  kingdom.  Mat- 
thew 20:20-23.  It  is  for  these  who  have  received 
the  “baptism  with  fire”  and  these  alone,  that  the 
Father  has  prepared  such  places.  When  one  has 
passed  through  this  “Baptism  with  Fire”  or 
priestly  perfection  in  relation  to  God’s  work,  the 
common  things  of  life  appeal  to  him  very  little. 
Positions  or  places,  ecclesiastical  or  otherwise, 
have  very  little  attraction.  They  see  Christ  and 
His  work.  His  coming  kingdom  and  nothing  ap- 
peals to  them  more  than  the  hope  of  hearing  Him 
say : “Well  done  thou  good  and  faithful  servant.” 
There  are  some  among  us  who  have  gone 
through  such  fiery  trials  and  have  caught  the  vis- 
ion; others  who  are  willing  to  go  through  them 
in  order  to  have  this  closer  relation  to  Christ  and 
His  priestly  work. 

/Time  forbids  us  to  enter  into  further  discus- 
sion, but  it  is  important  for  us  to  be  able  to  see 
the  difference  between  the  Baptism  with  the 
(fiery)  Spirit  and  the  so-called  “Baptism  with 
Fire.”  I will  ask  that  the  following  Scriptures 
be  read  and  studied : 1 Peter  4:1-2;  Romans  8:17 ; 
1 Cor.  3:15;  2 Timothy  2:12;  1 Peter  2:21;  He- 
brews 5 :8-9 ; Hebrews  2 :10 ; Phillipians  3 :10.  In 
these  Scriptures  it  can  be  easily  seen  that  Christ 
suffered,  that  this  suffering  was  not  for  Himself, 
but  for  others.  He  being  Divine  and  free  from 
sin,  could  suffer  for  others.  It  took  this  suffering 


80 


PENTECOST 


to  perfect  His  priestly  office,  or  work.  We  are 
exhorted  to  enter  into  this  fellowship  of  suffer- 
ing, but  it  can  only  be  done  because  of  our  being 
free  from  sin.  The  proof  of  Christ’s  Divinity 
was  His  being  free  from  all  sin,  and  His  suffer- 
ing for  others;  the  proof  of  our  being  cleansed 
from  all  sin,  and  having  the  Holy  Spirit  indwell- 
ing, is  our  capacity  and  willingness  to  suffer  for 
others.  We  can  only  enter  this  fellowship  when 
we  are  free  from  sin,  when  there  is  a purification 
from  the  lust  (desire)  of  men,  and  further  a per- 
fection of  priestly  relation  to  Jesus  Christ. 

Reader,  there  is  a fellowship  of  His  suffering 
in  this  life  which  determines  our  position  in  His 
future  kingdom. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

PENTECOST  AND  MISSIONS. 

In  our  previous  examination  of  the  work  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  we  have  noticed  various  stages 
and  aspects  o£  this  life  in  the  Spirit.  It  seems 
hard  sometimes  for  us  to  learn  that  the  blessings 
which  God  gives  us  are  not  merely  to  be  enjoyed 
from  purely  selfish  standpoint,  but  should  be  the 
means  by  which  we  can  better  glorify  God,  and 
be  a blessing  to  our  fellow  men.  With  this  in 
mind,  we  are  to  study  the  duty  of  the  church  in 
carrying  the  gospel  to  all  nations.  In  the  study 
of  Pentecost  we  are  impressed  with  the  relation 
of  the  believer  who  has,  jeceived  the  Baptism  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  to  the  evangelization  of  the 
world.  The  Lord  commanded  them  to  tarry  for 
the  Holy  Ghost  Power,  and  then  to  witness  in 
“Jerusalem,  Judea,  Samaria  and  the  uttermost 
parts  of  the  earth.” 

It  seemed  hard  for  those  who  had  received 
the  Pentecostal  Blessing  to  realize  that  'God  did 
intend  to  teach  that  Pentecost  is  to  be  the  open 
door  of  faith  to  all  Gentiles.  In  order  to  get 
them  to  fully  realize  this,  he  had  to  allow  some 
severe  persecution  to  come  to  the  church  at  Jeru- 
salem, so  much  so,  that  some  were  killed,  and 
Philip  had  to  flee  for  this  life.  But  by  this  fight, 
we  are  shown  the  effects  of  the  life  of  a Spirit- 
filled  man  on  a whole  city.  (Acts  VIII).  The 
burning  love  that  this  layman  had  for  the  Samar- 
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itan,  though  a despised  people,  showed  what  God 
can  do,  and  what  He  planned  to  do,  for  other 
people  who  were  not  Jews.  The  entire  city  was 
stirred  with  wonder  and  conviction.  “There  was 
great  joy  in  that  city” — ^It  demonstrated  that 
Pentecost  was  able  to  save.  When  the  apostles 
heard  of  this  revival,  two  of  their  number  were 
sent  to  Samaria  and  in  answer  to  their  prayers, 
the  Holy  Ghost  fell  upon  the  converts,  and  these 
too,  became  messengers  to  spread  the  Gospel. 
This  is  the  first  proof  that  Christ’s  atonement 
was  for  all  men  and  that  Pentecost  was  able  not 
only  to  save,  but  to  sanctify. 

Immediately  following  the  revival  at  Samaria, 
God  again  proved  to  all,  that  Pentecost  was  in- 
tended to  reach  all  tongues,  for  we  have  here  re- 
corded a typical  conversion  of  a proselyte,  a Jew, 
and  a Gentile.  These  were  representatives  of  the 
classes,  to  which  the  church  was  sent  and  being 
men  of  importance  meant  much  to  the  Church  in 
the  future.  The  Eunuch,  Saul  of  Tarsus,  and  the 
Centurion,  were  not  grouped  together  by  accident 
in  the  8th,  9th  and  10th  chapters  of  Acts. 

These  chapters  evidently  teach  us  that  there 
is  the  need  of  the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  before 
even  the  best  of  men  by  nature  can  be  saved — 
“Except  a man  be  born — of  the  spirit.”  It  is  also 
taught  that  the  Holy  Spirit  can,  and  does,  work 
in  the  hearts  of  men  in  the  face  of  the  deepest 
prejudice  and  life  long  teaching.  Further,  that 
the  Holy  Spirit  deals  with  all  men,  and  the  Gos- 
pel is  universal,  regardless  of  race,  or  previous 
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training,  and  that  the  same  spiritual  gifts  are 
within  reach  of  all.  These  facts  should  be  suffi- 
cient to  convince  everyone  of  the  unmistakable 
evidence  that  the  purpose  of  God  was  not  that 
these  gifts  were  exclusively,  or  chiefly,  for  the 
favored  nation,  but  that  all  the  earth  was  to  re- 
ceive them,  and  were  equally  included  in  the  Di- 
vine Covenant.  What  an  outstanding  day  in  the 
history  of  the  Church,  when  the  Spirit  of  God 
descending  on  the  Apostles  and  the  others  who 
tarried  in  the  upper  room  and  thereby  ushered 
in  a “new  thing”  upon  the  earth. 

This  opening  of  the  door  of  faith  to  the  Gen- 
tiles was  an  immediate  result  of  the  great  day  in 
which  the  Holy  Spirit  descended  on  the  Apostles, 
and  made  them,  who  had  been  trained  and  taught 
so  differently,  to  see  that  the  Salvation  taught  by 
Christ  was  for  all  men.  We  are  willing  to  con- 
fess that  it  took  time  for  some  of  them  to  get  the 
full  meaning  of  the  interest  that  God  had  in  His 
Divine  Plan  of  giving  the  gospel  to  all  nations, 
but  with  the  indwelling  Spirit  to  teach  them,  they 
were  not  long  in  overcoming  those  things  which 
they  had  been  taught  for  years.  Old  national, 
sectional,  social,  and  doctrinal  prejudices  are 
soon  broken  down  under  the  mighty  dynamic 
force  of  the  Holy  Spirit 

In  view  of  the  great  responsibility  which  was 
laid  upon  the  Church,  to  carry  the  Gospel  to  all 
nations,  we  can  readily  see  that  the  Pentecostal 
blessings  are  not  given  us  for  our  personal  en- 
joyment, and  benefit,  but  are  the  means  by  which 
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we  are  to  glorify  God  and  help  our  fellow  man. 
When  this  responsibility  and  obligation  are 
viewed  from  the  standpoint  of  the  tremendous 
difficulties,  and  the  gigantic  proportions  of  the 
task,  we  are  made  to  see  that  this  cannot  be  done 
by  mere  man  power,  that  it  can  only  be  done  by 
the  Holy  Spirit.  No  human  means,  or  agency 
alone  can  do  the  work  that  God  in  his  wisdom 
has  given  to  the  Church.  “Go  ye  into  all  the 
world,”  makes  disciples  of  all  nations.  The  mere 
statement  that  Christ  has  redeemed  us  is  suffi- 
cient proof  of  our  duty  in  the  evangelization  of 
the  world.  This  redemption  being  supernatural, 
and  the  work  alone  being  beyond  human  power, 
should  make  us  realize  that  the  power  utilized  in 
this  work  of  ours  should  be  supernatural.  There 
is  only  one  source  to  which  we  may  turn  for  this 
power,  and  that  is  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  job  is 
too  big,  the  responsibiltiy  too  great,  for  the 
Church  to  be  careless,  or  to  ignore  the  Pentecos- 
tal power. 

When  we  turn  to  the  Book  of  Acts  we  see  very 
clearly  the  guidings  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the 
Mission  field.  Surely  the  Church  has  not  alto- 
gether understood  this  truth.  No  doubt  this  is 
the  cause  of  the  slow  progress  that  the  church 
has  made  in  evangelizing  the  world.  Our  de- 
pendence has  been  on  other  means,  rather  than 
“tarry  ye  at  Jerusalem.”  The  apostles  did  more 
in  their  day  to  evangelize  the  world  than  have 
any  other  people  in  the  history  of  the  Church. 
The  Book  of  Acts,  because  of  the  activities  of 
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the  Holy  Spirit,  is  called  by  some  the  Acts  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  WhejLjye  read  Acts,  we  see  from 
the  narrative  of  Pentect^  and  through  the  Book 
that  the  work  of  the  church  was  that  of  Missions, 
that  the  Gospel  is  to  be  given  to  Jews  and  to  the 
heathen  alike,  and  the  characteristic  teaching  of 
the  book  is  that  all  of  the  work  done  was  attribu- 
ted to  the  Holy  Ghost.  In  the  late  years  there 
has  been  a move  on  the  part  of  most  churches  to- 
ward getting  the  teaching  of  Christianity  to  the 
heathen.  Shall  we  say  after  all  the  Modern 
Church  has  done  for  missions,  that  it  needs  to 
be  converted  to  an  interest  in  missions?  Though 
there  has  been  great  progress  on  the  part  of 
Christian  organizations,  in  many  cases  the  results 
have  been  that  the  by-products  of  Christianity, 
rather  than  Christianity  itself,  have  reached  the 
heathen.  When  we  see  how  little  is  being  done  on 
the  part  of  those  calling  themselves  Christians,  in 
proportion  to  what  they  are  able  to  do,  we  are 
made  to  say  that  the  Church  does  need  to  be  con- 
verted to  missions.  Again,  looking  at  it  in  the  light 
of  Pentecost,  we  will  have  to  say  “No — a passion 
for  missions  is  a conviction,  a new  inward  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost  . . . This  inward  work  can 
only  be  done  by  the  Holy  Ghost  when  he  comes 
with  all  his  fulness.  A normal  professing  church 
only  says  as  did  the  Apostles  before  Pentecost, 
“Master,  must  we  call  down  fire  from  heaven  to 
destroy  them”  but  a Pentecostal  Church  see^ 
a sheet  let  down  from  heaven  filled  with  all  ani- 
mals clean  and  unclean,  “What  God  has  cleansed 
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let  no  man  call  common.”  It  hears  the  Macedon- 
ian cry,  “Come  over  and  help  us,”  and  exclaims, 
“Woe  is  me  if  I preach  not  the  Gospel.”  It  is  the 
love  of  God  shed  abroad  in  the  heart  by  the  Holy 
Ghost  that  constrains  the  Pentecostal  Church  to 
send  the  Gospel  to  all  nations.  A man  may  be  a 
converted  man  for  years,  and  never  have  the  un- 
converted Jew  or  heathen  laid  on  his  heart.  How 
unworthy,  how  careless,  how  unbecoming,  how 
selfish  in  his  spirit  for  an  individual  to  be  a pro- 
fessed follower  of  our  Lord  and  yet  so  little  con- 
cerned for  other  men’s  salvation  when  he  knows 
what  the  Holy  Spirit  can  and  does  do  in  his  con- 
verting power.  Is  there  anything  more  grievous 
to  Him  who  commanded  the  Church  ”to  go  into 
all  the  World  and  preach  the  gospel,”  than  for  a 
child  of  His  to  have  no  more  love  for  his  neighbor 
than  to  let  him  go  on  his  heathen  way  groping  in 
darkness  seeking  for  the  light  of  the  cross.  Each 
of  us  should  learn  that  the  real  fellowship  of 
Christ  and  the  real  joy  of  Christianity  means  do- 
ing for  our  fellow  man,  what  Christ  did  for  us 
when  he  left  his  father’s  house  and  came  to  earth 
to  save  us.  This  sacrificing  spirit,  this  yearn- 
ing within  the  heart  by  the  Holy  Ghost.  The 
fact  remains  though,  that  while  we  recognize  that 
the  real  agent  in  doing  mission  work  is  the  Holy 
Spirit,  yet  He  remains  helpless  without  the  proj)- 
per  means.  He  is  unseen  and  unheard  in  the 
world.  He  can  speak  only  through  man,  he  is 
dependent  upon  human  beings  to  get  the  Gospel 
to  others.  He  must  use  our  hands,  our  feet,  and 
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our  voice.  I speak  reverently  ■when  I say  the 
Holy  Spirit  is  helpless  to  evangelize  the  world, 
unless  he  can  work  through  the  Church.  “How 
can  they  believe  unless  they  hear?” 

In  reading  the  Bible,  we  see  that  there  is  a 
conflict  between  the  Holy  Spirit  and  the  god  of 
this  world.  Both  desire  to  get  possession  of  man 
to  carry  on  this  war.  Satan  desires  to  get  into 
man,  and  the  plan  of  God  is  that  man  is  to  be  the 
Temple  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  When  our  Lord  was 
on  earth  and  was  preparing  to  leave.  He  prom- 
ised that  the  Holy  Spirit  would  come,  and  bring 
to  their  remembrance  all  things  which  He  had 
said.  In  other  words,  the  Holy  Spirit  was  to  use 
the  Words  of  Christ  to  defeat  the  enemy.  So, 
we  see,  then,  one  of  the  implements  of  war  is  the 
Word,  the  Sword  of  the  Spirit.  This  is  an  imple- 
ment when  used,  means  defeat  to  the  devil.  Our 
Lord  used  it  in  his  contest  with  Satan,  and  Satan 
has  learned  that  it  is  very  effective ; consequently, 
he  uses  it,  but  most  of  the  time,  he  misquotes  it. 
This  sword  is  used  by  the  Holy  Spirit  and  brings 
victory.  How  important  it  is  that  the  Church 
know  the  word ! I mention  this  because  it  is  the 
idea  of  some  people  that  the  word  alone  will  have 
its  converting  effect,  separate  from  preaching 
and  that  all  that  is  needed  is  to  distribute  the 
printed  word.  May  we  say  that  the  word  is  pow- 
erful, but  is  most  effective  in  the  preaching  of  a 
spirit-filled  man.  The  story  of  the  Conversion  of 
the  Eunuch  is  an  illustration  of  this.  He  could 
not  understand  as  he  should  how  he  needed  the 
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Spirit-filled  Philip  to  interpret  the  Word  to  him. 
The  word  is  spoken  of  as  “seed,”  Mark  4:14.  The 
seed  must  be  sown  in  the  world,  or  field,  but  God 
chooses  the  sower.  The  question  may  arise  wheth- 
er the  word  should  go  before  the  missionary,  as  is 
done  by  some  Bible  societies,  who  distribute  cer- 
tain portions  of  the  scripture?  Yes,  this  is  very 
effective  and  should  by  all  means  be  encouraged, 
but  in  reading  the  Acts  of  the  Apostles  and  the 
History  of  the  Early  Church,  we  are  constrained 
to  believe  that  preaching  the  word  was  the  only 
means  that  early  missionaries  used.  Depending 
altogether  upon  the  preached  word,  they  literally 
obeyed  the  command  “Go  and  preach  the  kingdom 
of  God.” 

In  the  study  of  modern  missionary  meth- 
ods, used  by  the  church  as  a means  of  get- 
ting the  Gospel  to  the  heathen,  we  find  them 
grouped  under  two  classes:  m^ical,  and  eduea-- 
tional.  These  can  be,  and  are  used  by  the  Holy 
Spirit,  but  there  is  danger  with  these.  They  are 
not  God’s  first  choice. 

Educational  work  is  one  of  the  outstanding 
methods  used  by  the  modern  Church  in  the  mis- 
sionary field.  The  purpose  of  the  various  educa- 
tional institutions  on  the  field  is  supposed  to  pre- 
pare the  way  for  the  reception  of  the  gospel. 
It  is  based  upon  the  thought  that  there  is  need 
of  educating  the  young  in  order  that  they  may 
receive  the  word;  that  they  cannot  understand 
the  Gospel  unless  they  are  educated.  This  method 
is  used  on  many  of  the  fields.  In  some  places  this 
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has  proved  very  detrimental  to  the  spread  of  the 
Gospel,  for  the  modern  educational  ideas  have 
done  more  to  undermine  heathen’s  faith  than  to 
prepare  them  to  receive  God’s  word.  We  have  no 
hope  for  the  trained  workers  coming  from  the  in- 
stitutions which  are  controlled  by  modernistic 
ideas.  The  result  on  the  fields  by  the  organiza- 
tions which  have  used  educational  method  on  a 
large  scale,  are  very  discouraging  as  far  as  gen- 
uine conversion  and  baptism  are  concerned.  We 
cannot  look  forward  for  Pentecostal  revivals 
from  this  work.  There  is  a field  for  educational 
work,  and  the  Holy  Spirit  can  use  this  for  the 
advancement  of  the  Kingdom. 

Medical  missions  is  the  second  method  used 
at  the  present  time  and  has  been  called  the  hand- 
maid of  the  Gospel.  Outside  the  direct  use  of  the 
word,  there  has  been  nothing  more  effective.  In 
some  measure  it  is  following  the  example  of  the 
Lord  Himself,  for  the  Lord  healed  all  of  the  sick 
who  came  to  him  and  later  had  a chance  to  tell 
them  “Sin  no  more  less  a worse  thing  come  unto 
you.”  This  “gospel  for  the  body”  gives  an  en- 
trance to  homes  that  nothing  else  could. 

While  educational  and  medical  methods  have 
been  abused  and  in  many  cases  have  failed  to  ac- 
complish what  they  should,  because  of  the  fact 
that  they  have  been  substituted  for  the  real  work 
of  the  Holy  Ghost,  on  the  other  hand  some  have 
gone  out  ignoring  altogether  any  human  method, 
depending  as  they  would  say,  on  the  Holy  Spirit 
altogether,  to  not  only  supply  all  their  needs  fi- 
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nancially  but  also  to  supply  all  their  needs  men- 
tally. These  do  not  give  any  thought  to  what 
they  are  to  say,  make  no  preparation  from  an 
educational  standpoint,  and  have  taught  that  the 
missionaries  should  be  sent  as  Christ  sent  the 
seventy,  without  purse,  or  script,  or  second  coat, 
no  promised  salary,  or  committee  in  the  back- 
ground. These  people  teach  that  these  mission- 
aries should  move  from  place  to  place  as  the 
spirit  directs.  This,  they  say,  is  the  true  mission- 
ary spirit.  In  some  places,  this  method  has  been 
the  means  of  leading  many  heathen  to  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  gospel,  yet  in  other  instances  it  has 
brought  reproach  upon  the  cause,  and  finally 
came  to  naught.  We  contend  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
is  the  greatest  agent  on  the  field.  It  is  He,  as  the 
Master  said,  “when  He  is  come  will  convict  the 
world  of  sin,  of  righteousness,  and  judgment.” 
The  reader  may  ask  why  only  one  sin  is  men- 
tioned here ; this  is  the  sin  of  unbelief.  But  after 
all,  unbelief  is  the  root  of  all  sin.  In  the  case  of 
the  heathen,  when  this  is  forgiven,  then  all  their 
other  sins  are  forgiven;  but  if  they  believe  not, 
all  their  sins  are  charged  up  against  them. 

This  is  the  turning  point  in  their  souls.  This 
is  then  their  hope  and  nothing  can  do  this  work 
save  the  Holy  Ghost.  How  true  it  is  then  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  must  be  depended  upon  above  every- 
thing else.  The  Holy  Spirit  Himself  is  to  convict 
of  sin,  and  herein  lies  the  great  part  of  the  work. 
He  is  to  make  the  Church  an  aggressive  agency 
in  the  evangelization  of  the  world.  “Separate 
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unto  me  Barnabas  and  Saul  for  the  work  where- 
unto  I have  called  them.”  Acts  13 :2. 

Yes,  the  Holy  Spirit  calls  the  worker  to  the 
field,  not  only  calls  them  to  the  missionary  work  at 
large,  but  most  cases  to  a specific  field.  We  must 
contend  for  Holy  Spirit  called  missionaries  and 
workers.  A Church  to  do  effective  work  at  home 
or  abroad,  must  depend  on  the  Holy  Spirit  to 
select  the  workers.  How  important  it  is  that  the 
Holy  Spirit  be  honored ; to  ignore  Him  is  to  shut 
Him  out  of  our  services.  To  refuse  to  recognize 
His  presence,  makes  the  Church  no  more  than 
any  other  man-made  organization.  On  the  one 
hand,  he  seeks  to  convict  the  world,  on  the  out- 
side of  the  church  j on  the  other.  He  obligates 
Himself  to  thrust  out  the  laborers  into  the  field 
that  awaits  the  Church. 

We  must  not  ignore  any  legitimate  human 
methods;  at  the  same  time  we  must  recognize 
above  all,  that  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  He  alone,  is 
the  one  to  direct  the  work  of  the  Church.  This  is 
the  Pentecostal  Dispensation,  or  dispensation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit.  To  Him  and  to  Him  alone,  has 
been  assigned  the  work  of  selecting  the  Bride  of 
our  Lord.  He  must  select  the  workers,  and  not 
only  select  the  workers  but  assign  every  man  to 
his  specific  duty.  “To  every  man  his  work.” 
There  is  a special  place  for  each  one,  and  no  one 
else  can  fill  it  as  well.  And  we  may  say  part  of 
which  no  one  else  can  fill  at  all.  Of  course  it  is 
not  for  every  man  to  go  to  the  mission  field  and 
yet  every  one  is  to  have  a part  in  the  great  work 
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of  evangelization  of  the  world.  The  Holy  Spirit 
knows  who  is  to  stay  and  take  care  of  the  home 
base  while  others  go  to  the  heathen  land.  He 
knows  who  is  qualified,  or  who  is  capable  of  being 
qualified  and  He  never  makes  mistakes.  He  has 
called  enough,  to  carry  on  His  great  work,  and 
if  some  of  them  are  not  on  the  field  it  is  either 
because  they  have  disobeyed,  or  failed  the  Lord 
somewhere,  or  there  is  some  one  at  the  home  base 
whom  the  Holy  Spirit  has  chosen  for  the  special 
work  of  making  it  possible  for  the  other  to  go 
have  failed  Him.  Each  believer  has  the  call  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  and  this  call  is  specific.  Each 
one  knows,  or  has  known,  something  God  has 
wanted  them  to  do.  When  He  calls.  He  knows 
the  special  fitness.  He  knows  what  is  necessary 
for  this  preparation,  and  has  a plan  whereby 
this  preparation  can  be  arranged.  He  may  sur- 
prise us  sometime  by  calling  certain  ones,  or  the 
means  He  uses  in  their  preparation,  but  rest  as- 
sured, He  knows.  He  sometimes  uses  human  in- 
genuity and  human  greatness;  but  sometimes  it 
is  the  lack  of  human  greatness  that  he  desires — 
simply  an  empty  soul  that  he  may  fill  with  Him- 
self. He  who  chose  the  fisherman  and  tax  gath- 
erers to  be  His  Apostles  has  often,  chosen  the 
weak,  the  despised,  and  the  foolish,  to  fill  some 
important  place,  or  to  thrust  into  the  front 
ranks. 

The  Church  may  well  take  notice  of  the  wast- 
ed lives  in  her  midst.  Shamefully  she  should  ac- 
knowledge her  failure  in  the  past  centuries. 
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Why?  Surely  not  because  He  has  failed  who 
said,  “and  I,  if  I be  lifted  up,  will  draw  all  men 
unto  me.”  What  has  caused  the  failure  in  so 
many  lives  in  getting  the  gospel  to  the  field?  It 
is  because  we  have  failed  to  recognize  the  import- 
ance of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  this,  our  greatest  work. 
The  Church  has  not  tarried  for  her  Pentecost. 

Now  as  to  the  success  of  a Spirit-filled  and 
Spirit-called  individual  on  the  field,  shall  we  say 
that  his  life  is  always  crowned  with  success?  Not 
always.  We  see  Stephen,  a Spirit-filled  man,  and 
God  chosen.  His  word  seemed  to  have  cut  his 
hearers  to  the  heart,  and  because  of  this  hurried 
him  to  his  grave.  Paul,  in  no  greater  sense  a 
chosen  and  Spirit-filled  man,  spent  a longer  time 
at  his  work,  was  successful  in  establishing  many 
churches,  and  gave  to  the  world  a large  portion 
of  the  New  Testament. 

The  Holy  Spirit  seems  at  times  to  push  the 
agent  aside,  but  in  this  act  of  letting  one  be  set 
aside  by  death  or  otherwise  He  has  worked  out 
a more  abundant  life  for  him.  In  the  case  of 
Stephen,  no  doubt  his  death  led  to  the  conversion 
of  Paul.  The  Holy  Spirit  used  Stephen,  but  how 
few  are  willing  to  be  used  thus.  To  one  agent 
there  may  be  a thousand  converts,  and  to  anoth- 
er no  visible  results.  It  is  said  that  one  of  the 
Scotland’s  most  successful  evangelists  was  sent 
by  the  Spirit  to  China.  Here  he  labored  for 
years  without  seeing  a soul  being  brought  to  God ; 
but  the  Holy  Spirit  works  as  He  wills,  and  He 
never  fails. 
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In  summing  up,  the  Holy  Spirit  uses  every 
means  and  agency  placed  at  His  disposal.  His 
plan  calls  for  many  agencies,  many  servants,  and 
many  instruments.  Some  selected  may  be  very 
imperfect,  but  rest  asured  that  He  will  find  some- 
thing in  all  that  He  can  use.  The  Holy  Spirit 
will  listen  to  the  cry  of  every  honest  heart,  and 
will  accept  every  willing  worker ; the  only  condi- 
tion being  that  He  be  the  one  who  chooses  the 
place,  the  methods,  and  the  means.  He  must  be 
the  one  who  sends,  and  directs.  There  is  the  in- 
ward call  of  the  Holy  Spirit  to  fill  the  needs  on 
the  field.  The  Church  should  be  willing  that  her 
best  men  be  sent  there.  They  are  to  go  forth  as 
Apostles.  He  will  fill  with  Himself  the  man  who 
must  meet  the  many  problems  and  emergencies 
which  will  arise  on  the  field.  As  it  was  in  the  be- 
ginning of  the  Church,  so  it  is  now  and  will  ever 
be,  until  the  work  of  missions  is  done.  Oh ! that 
the  Church  might  realize  that  it  has  come  to  a 
time  like  this!  This  time  of  Pentecostal  Bap- 
tism, this  of  heart  Purity,  and  Holy  Ghost  Power. 
This  time  when  she  can  truly  look  upon  the  fields 
which  are  already  white  unto  harvest.  Our 
Lord’s  parting  message  was  “Tarry,  and  Go.”  It 
is  either  obey  or  be  destroyed.  Shall  we  obey? 


CHAPTER  IX. 


PENTECOST  AND  SANCTIFICATION. 

There  are  many  misapprehensions  which  are 
gathered  around  the  question,  “What  is  sanetifi- 
cation  and  how  is  it  wrought  in  the  soul  ?”  It  is 
this  question  we  are  to  deal  with  in  this  chapter. 

Th^  Holy  Spirit  hji&  a.  speciiic«<^^e  jyork. 
His  greate^Vork  iS;  .tljat-joi  glorifying  Christ, 
and  next  tqjtWs.^  of  believers. 

His^ief  administration  is  preparmg  the  bride 
fof^Hfe""  corning  bridegroom.  The  bride  is  not 
fully  prepared  for"  tfie  bridegroom  until  it  is 
freed  from  the  “law  of  sin  and  death.” 

In  the  study  of  the  many  different  doctrines 
concerning  sanctification  we  have  found  that 
those  who  hold  to  these  doctrines  can  be  grouped 
into  five  schools.  (1)  Those  who  teach  that  we 
obtained  it  at  the  time  of  conversion;  (2)  those 
who  teach  that  it  is  obtained  by  growth;  (3) 
those  who  teach  that  it  is  obtained  at  death;  (4) 
those  who  teach  that  it  is  obtained  by  the  burn- 
ings of  the  purgatorial  fires;  (5)  those  who  teach 
that  it  is  wrought  in  the  heart  of  the  believer  by 
the  baptism  with  the  Holy  Spirit. 

Those  who  hold  to  the  first,  would  have  us 
believe  that  the  human  race  is  not  fallen;  that 
there  is  no  such  thing  as  human  depravity  or  in- 
herited sin;  that  the  only  sin  we  have  is  that 
which  we  have  acquired  therefore,  when  a person 
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is  converted,  or  when  the  conditions  which  cause 
the  acquiring  of  sin  is  remedied,  there  is  no 
further  work  of  grace  in  dealing  with  sin.  If 
these  people  should  consent  to  the  idea  that  there 
is  a need  of  further  work  in  the  heart  of  believers 
which  would  help  the  believer  attain  the  higher 
form  of  Christian  life,  which  we  call  sanctifica- 
tion, they  say  then  that  it  is  a matter  of  fact  and 
that  sanctification  naturally  follows,  somewhat 
automatically,  that  the  believer  need  not  trouble 
himself  about  it  at  all,  as  it  will  come  of  necessi- 
ty, as  the  inevitable  result  of  that  which  has  gone 
before.  This  idea  ignores  the  whole  question  of 
backsliding,  which  is  not  only  a possible  experi- 
ence but  one  of  the  most  common  and  grievous 
ones  of  the  Christian  life. 

It  may  be  said  that  backsliding  is  one  of  the 
common  experiences  among  believers  some  even 
beginning  to  backslide  soon  after  their  conver- 
sion. It  was  a common  thing  in  the  life  of  Israel, 
so  much  so,  that  the  Lord  said  of  them,  “My  peo- 
ple are  bent  on  backsliding.”  The  New  Testa- 
ment writers  did  not  consider  that  this  new  life 
of  the  soul  would  continue  of  itself,  so  we  find  a 
continual  warning  for  Christians  against  the  pos- 
sibility of  letting  these  “things  slip.”  So  the  di- 
vine writers  exhorted  them,  “Fear  lest  happily  a 
promise  being  left  of  entering  into  his  rest,  any 
one  seemed  to  come  short  of  it ;”  “make  your  call- 
ing and  election  sure”;  “giving  all  diligence”; 
“giving  earnest  heed”;  “watch  and  pray”;  and 
many  other  similar  warnings.  All  Christians 
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should  be  careful  about  sitting  down  uncon- 
cerned, depending  on  his  renewed  soul  to  take 
care  of  itself.  The  “lusting  of  the  flesh”  will 
soon  assert  itself,  and  thereby  will  come  the 
downfall  of  the  careless  and  unconcerned  believer. 

There  is  nothing  in  the  original  doctrines  of 
the  evangelical  denominations  which  will  bear 
out  this  teaching,  nor  do  we  And  it  in  human  tes- 
timony, or  in  the  Bible.  All  the  leading  denomi- 
nations teach  in  their  theology  that  there  is,  in 
every  believer  original  sin  which  must  be  re- 
moved before  he  can  enter  the  heavenly  realities 
of  the  life  to  come,  and  also  before  he  can  enjoy 
the  place  which  God  has  prepared  for  His  peo- 
ple. There  can  be  found  in  no  human  testimony 
anything  that  bears  out  the  statement  that  all 
was  obtained  at  the  time  of  conversion.  The 
Bible  explicitly  teaches  that  there  is  a cleansing 
needed  for  the  church.  Eph.  5:25,  26. 

The  second  doctrine  is  a more  common  mis- 
take. This  teaching  has  no  encouragement  for 
the  believer;  it  is  rather  otherwise.  It  discour- 
ages him  in  two  ways;  it  leads  him  to  believe 
that  he  need  not  expect  any  positive  holiness  for 
a long  period  of  time.  In  his  own  thinking  and 
anticipation  he  sees  only  a long  period  of  years 
which  he  must  allow  for  the  growth  in  question ; 
it  further  prevents  him  from  taking  any  definite 
step  towards  holiness,  which  leads  him  back  to  a 
needless  unconcern.  If  this  view  were  correct, 
no  young  person  could  be  holy.  We  all  are  aware 
of  the  fact  that  our  own  observation  teaches  us 
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that  many  young  Christians  can  be  found  who 
will  put  to  shame  some  of  whom,  for  years,  have 
been  professors.  It  is  a painful  fact,  which  con- 
fronts all,  that  there  is  found  no  holy  character 
in  those  who  because  they  have  long  been  Chris- 
tians. Yet,  how  many  are  ready  to  confess  that 
they  have  either  been  standing  still,  or  positive- 
l}'^  going  back.  How  many  feel  that  the  Lord’s 
address  to  the  church  at  Ephesus  is  easily  ap- 
plied to  their  case,  “I  have  this  against  thee, 
that  thou  didst  leave  thy  first  love.  Remember 
therefore  from  whence  thou  art  fallen  and  do 
thy  first  works.” 

The  teachings  of  nature  are  against  this 
theory.  It  is  a settled  fact  that  there  can  be  no 
perfect  growth  in  the  animal  or  vegetable  king- 
dom where  there  is  a diseased  condition  exist- 
ing. The  disease  must  be  removed  before  the 
growth  is  even  normal.  Sin,  in  the  Bible,  is 
spoken  of  as  a disease;  so  this  must  be  removed 
before  there  can  be  any  holy  growth.  Sickness 
stops  growth.  Such  arrested  growth  can  only 
be  restored  by  the  cure  of  the  disease;  it  is  ex- 
actly so  with  the  soul.  When  a child  is  making 
no  progress  in  physical  growth,  to  ignore  it  or 
to  treat  it  indifferently  is  not  a remedy.  The 
cause  of  this  lack  of  growth  must  be  removed; 
so  it  is  with  the  soul.  Sin  must  be  removed. 
Paul  found  the  remedy  when  he  said,  “who  shall 
deliver  me  from  the  body  of  this  death;”  “I 
thank  God  through  Jesus  Christ  our  Lord.”  Sin 
is  a foreign  body  in  the  human  nature  and  like 
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that  of  a cinder  in  the  eye;  if  allowed  to  stay  it 
will  soon  destroy  the  organ  of  sight. 

This  teaching  will  lead  some  to  believe  that 
the  greatest  thing  connected  with  the  holiness 
of  Ufe-ia  eur.  effort.  We  are  to  make  it  our  aim 
if  we  never  get  it.  We  are  to  do  all  we  can  to 
bring  it  about.  We  are  to  use  all  means  though 
it  never  comes.  This  bondage  into  which  so 
many  have  fallen  is  great,  “that  there  must  be 
years  of  toil  and  strength  in  this  unceasing  ef- 
fort to  become  Godly.”  What  fruitless  anxiety! 
Our  Lord  warned  us  against  such  unrealized 
anxiety, — “which  of  you  by  being  anxious  can 
add  one  cubit  unto  his  stature.”  It  is  not  for  us 
to  strive  or  to  be  over  anxious  about  our  holi- 
ness; we  are  to  take  God’s  way  and  let  Him  by 
the  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  remove  the  hinder- 
ing cause  out  of  the  road  of  growth.  Then  the 
life  will,  and  must  grow  of  itself.  It  is  life  that 
grows,  and  not  the  effort.  Should  it  be  by  ef- 
fort, or  work,  man  could  boast;  it  is  the  blood 
of  our  Christ  which  cleanses  from  all  sin.  v 

Some,  however,  claim  that  it  is  not  by  effort 
alone  that  we  obtain  holiness,  but  it  is  by  our 
effort  blessed  of  God,  and  that  the  Holy  Spirit 
helps  our  effort.  In  other  words,  we  are  helping 
God  to  make  us  fit  for  the  bridegroom.  There  is 
a cry  in  every  human  heart  for  the  defeat  of  our 
foes.  God  does  come  and  help  us  in  our  battles 
against  both  outward  and  inward  foes,  but  heart 
cleansing  is  a work  of  God  and  His  alone;  He 
will  not  share  the  work  with  us.  'There  is  no 
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human  witness  who  can  bear  testimony  that  af- 
ter conversion  by  a process  of  growth,  that  they, 
at  a certain  time,  came  into  the  experience  of  a 
clean  heart.  Notice  the  passages  of  Scripture 
which  make  it  compulsory  that  we  should  live  a 
holy  life  “in  this  present  world.”  Luke  1 :74,  75 ; 
Titus  2:12.  “Without  holiness  no  man  shall  see 
the  Lord,”  but  he  who  is  crowned  with  such  suc- 
cess will  never  be  able  to  give  glory  to  any  effort 
on  his  part,  he  can  only  say  that  by  His  blood 
was  it  possible  for  him  to  enjoy  the  presence  of 
the  Lord. 

The  next  school  would  have  us  believe  that 
it  is  obtained  only  at  the  time  of  death;  that 
then  the  individual  will  be  able  to  be  made  free 
from  sin.  Such  teachings  are  believed  and 
taught  in  the  face  of  the  fact  that  Scripture  tells 
us  that  death  is  our  last  enemy  and  that  there  is 
“no  knowledge  and  wisdom  in  the  grave  whither 
thou  goest.”  There  is  no  human  testimony  which' 
will  bear  out  this  doctrine.  No  one  has  come 
from  the  beyond  to  tell  us  that  the  dreaded 
darkness  of  death  had  brought  them  to  the  expe- 
rience which  was  necessary  to  see  Him.  Again, 
we  find  this  like  the  others,  do  not  give  us  any- 
thing that  is  substantial  to  build  our  hopes  upon 
for  the  future. 

As  to  the  teaching  that  in  purgatory  we  may 
and  do  have  all  impurities  destroyed  by  burning, 
coming  from  the  source  it  does  it  seems  a waste 
of  time  for  us  to  discuss  it  here.  It  is  only  to  be 
mentioned,  and  even  that  gives  it  too  much  rec- 
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ognition.  Romanism  for  centuries  has  held  out 
this  hope  to  its  poor,  ignorant  adherents  who  be- 
lieved that  the  Priest  had  power  to  pray  their 
loved  ones  out  of  such  a place.  It  has  been  very 
profitable  to  this  system  to  have  such  teaching, 
for  her  followers  have  poured  into  her  coffers 
millions  of  dollars  for  the  release  of  those  souls 
which  are  in  purgatory. 

In  contradistinction  to  these  and  similar  mis- 
takes, the  Scriptural  method  of  being  made  free 
from  the  law  of  sin  and  death  is  by  the  “Spirit 
of  life.”  The  Personal  Agent  in  the  work  is  the 
Holy  Spirit,  the  “Spirit  of  life.”  It  is  God's  work 
done  by  the  Holy  Ghost  and  the  way  he  does  it  is 
to  “make  Christ  our  sanctification”  (1  Cor.  1:30). 
The  variety  of  ways  in  which  this  is  done  is  like 
that  of  many  of  God’s  works,  but  the  means  by 
which  it  is  accomplished  is  only  one  and  the  re- 
sult is  always  the  same. 

The  Spirit  uses  one  way  of  bringing  this 
about  and  that  is  by  convincing  the  believer  of 
the  _Sin  which  dwells  in  the  heart,  and  the  poor 
barren  life  he  has  hitherto  been  leading.  It  is  by 
the  Spirit  that  he  is  led  to  acknowledge  the  need 
of  sanctification  and  that  he  is  “far  from  what 
he  should  be.”  But  how  often  such  a one  takes 
comfort  in  the  thought  that  they  can  be  no  other 
way  here,  but  imperfect.  They  are  anxious  to 
guard  against  the  errors  of  those  who  advocate 
“sinlessness.”  Many  take  pride  in  contemplating 
their  lives  of  sinful  temper,  or  selfish  ease,  or 
pride,  or  covetousness  and  seem  to  be  content  to 
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live  on  as  they  have  been.  This  is  within  itself 
sin.  To  these  the  Holy  Spirit  brings  the  convic- 
tion that  it  is  so.  There  is  hope  for  these  if  they 
will  heed  the  Holy  Spirit  in  His  effort  to  deliver 
them  from  this  inward  enemy,  if  they  feel  a sense 
of  shame  for  their  present  life  as  Christians,  and 
are  willing  to  seek  deliverance  from  it.  One  is 
far  from  happy  when  he  has  such  dealings  with 
the  Holy  Spirit ; there  can  be  no  cheerfulness  of 
our  soul  at  this  time.  But  it  is  thus  the  Spirit 
begins  His  work  of  leading  the  soul  on  to  the  ex- 
perience of  sanctification. 

The  work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  also  recognized 
as  making  the  individual  feel  the  sense  of  help- 
lessness in  being  able  himself  to  make  the  heart 
holy.  He  soon  brings  such  one  to  end  of  self- 
yea,  even  to  the  end  of  self-despair.  This  condi- 
tion is  the  same  as  when  under  conviction  for 
committed  sin.  No  one  will  make  much  progress 
toward  holiness  until  he  learns  that  there  is  noth- 
ing he  can  do  to  produce  holiness.  Our  Lord  in 
His  mercy  allows  many,  if  not  all  of  us,  to  come 
to  the  place  where  his  efforts  are  vain ; that  there 
is  nothing  else  which  can  teach  us  so  effectively 
as  to  allow  us  to  go  through  this  experience.  It  is 
at  this  time  that  there  is  a cry  from  the  depths  of 
his  soul — “OIT,  wretched  man  that  I am.”  It  is  at 
this  time  he  turns  to  Him  who  is  able  to  deliver 
from  the  body  of  death. 

: Together  with  this  work  of  the  Spirit  there  is 

si  hunger  of  the  soul  for  righteousness  which  can 
only  be  prompted  by  the  Holy  Spirit.  This'huh- 
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ger  can  never  be  appeased  until  the  heart  will 
find  that  it  never  ceases  until  he  receives  the  de- 
sired righteousness ; thus  the  Spirit  leads  him  on 
until  that  crying  heart  is  willing  to  empty  itself 
of  all  that  hinders.  He  now  waits  for  the  filling. 
This  may  and  is  usually  received  at  the  end  of 
the  struggle,  and  yet  there  are  those  who  wait, 
knowing  that  He  who  has  begun  the  work  will 
finish  it.  Fortunate  is  he  who  can  turn  from 
self,  who  can  renounce  self,  and  can  cast  his 
yearning,  throbbing  soul  upon  Him,  who  is  will- 
ing and  able  to  do  the  work  for  us.  This  self- 
denial,  this  trust  in  God  for  this  marvelous  work 
of  grace  is  a turning  point  for  the  future. 

This  step  is  a crisis  in  the  life  of  man.  Some 
have  called  this  crisis  one  name  and  some  anoth- 
er. Such  names  as  “second  work  of  grace,”  “the 
fullness  of  the  blessing,”  “perfect  love,”  “the 
deeper  life,”  “the  hidden  life”  have  been  given 
to  this  wonderful  experience.  Paul  speaks  of  it 
as  the  “putting  off  of  the  old  man,”  “death  of  the 
old  man” ; but  whether  we  accept  these  names  as 
given  by  others  to  it,  it  matters  little.  It  is  a mo- 
ment to  which  we  must  come,  consciously  or  un- 
consciously, but  always  decidedly,  as  the  turning 
point  of  the  Christian  life  in  the  matter  of  sanc- 
tification. 

To  this  experience  there  comes  the  witness  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  an  assurance  that  God  has  ac- 
cepted the  consecrated  one,  and  there  has  been  a 
Divine  act  by  which  the  soul  is  made  holy.  This 
is  a most  important  step.  God’s  acceptance  is  a 
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guarantee  of  our  being  able  to  continue  this 
blessed  fellowship  and  forever  possess  comfort 
and  peace.  When  this  assurance  is  wanting 
there  is  instability;  wherever  this  is  present, 
there  is  a feeling  of  security.  There  is  a blessed 
assurance  that  I have  given  and  God  has  accepted. 
I am  His  and  His  alone,  therefore  He  is  concerned 
about  me  and  will  keep  that  which  I have  “com- 
mitted to  Him  against  that  day.”  Oh  this  blessed 
state  of  rest ; this  time  of  trust,  when  all  are  laid 
upon  Him,  when  fear  is  gone,  and  the  soul  now 
realizes  that  He  can  do  all ; that  He  does  do  all — 
this  time  when  there  is  an  inner  feeling  that  I am 
safe — ^but  safe  however,  only  in  Him. 

Now  there  is  progress,  growth — because  the 
life  is  unhindered — is  free.  There  is  freedom 
from  the  “law  of  sin”;  freedom  to  serve  Him;  a 
freedom  to  yield  to  God;  freedom  to  rejoice  in 
God.  No  more  singing  “Prone  to  wander.  Lord 
I feel  it” — no  more  saying  “oh  wretched  man  that 
I am,”  “when  I would  do  good,  evil  is  present 
with  me ; the  things  I would  I cannot  do,  and  the 
evil  that  I would  not  that  I do.”  We  are  now  able 
to  say  Christ  can  and  does  do  it  in  me,  because 
I trust  Him  fully — I abide  in  Him — “Christ 
dwelleth  in  me.”  “I  live,  and  yet  no  longer  I,  but 
Christ  liveth  in  me.” 

This  more  abundant  life  is  a perpetual  pro- 
gress but  the  progress  is  by  way  of  new  discov- 
eries. There  may  be  times  when  we  find  some- 
thing that  makes  us  realize  how  far  yet  we  are 
from  the  desired  goal,  but  no  sooner  is  it  seen 
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than  it  too,  is  yielded  to  God.  There  is  no  striv- 
ing against  God.  Nothing  is  kept  from  Him.  All 
we  have,  whether  perfect  or  imperfect,  has  been 
turned  to  Him ; it  is  His,  and  we  gladly  leave  re- 
sults to  Him  who  doeth  all  things  well.  This  is 
the  progress  by  which  we  learn  obedience. 

The  Holy  Spirit  which  dwelleth  in  our  hearts 
by  faith  is  accomplishing  all  of  this.  It  is  He  who 
would  have  us  honor  the  Father  and  the  Son, 
though  He  may  and  does  stay  in  the  background. 
It  is  He  energizing  the  believer,  making  him  feel 
his  dependence  upon  God,  bringing  him  from  day 
to  day  into  a state  of  humility. 

There  can  be  no  separation  of  Pentecost  and 
the  filling  of  the  Holy  Ghost.  There  can  be  no 
separation  of  this  filling  and  sanctification;  for 
this  great  blessing  is  concerned  directly  with  the 
personal  Holy  Ghost.  It  is  by  this  Holy  Spirit 
Paul  says  he  was  sanctified  (Rom.  15:16).  In 
the  Pentecostal  Feast  we  can  see  the  offering  for 
sin — a sacrifice  for  inherited  sin.  On  the  day  of 
Pentecost  it  was  a time  of  filling  of  the  Holy 
Spirit.  It  was  this  filling  that  Peter  tells  us 
which  purified  the  hearts  of  the  Apostles  and  the 
120  in  the  upper  room  (Acts  15:8-9). 

There  could  be  no  Pentecostal  Feast  without 
the  Passover  Feast,  for  it  dated  from  the  Pass- 
over.  There  could  be  no  Passover  without  its 
pointing  to  Pentecost.  In  the  Passover  we  see 
Jesus  our  Passover  Lamb,  who  died  for  all.  We 
see  Him  who  shed  His  blood  for  us,  “without 
which  there  is  no  remission  of  sin.”  In  the  Pen- 


106 


PENTECOST 


tecostal  Feast  we  see  the  sin  offering,  the  Christ 
who  “suffered  without  the  gate,”  that  He  might 
sanctify  the  people  with  His  own  blood.  So  we 
can  but  see  that  cleansing  is  separate  from  the 
remission  of  sin,  and  that  it  is  subsequent  to  for- 
giveness, and  that  it  is  wrought  in  the  heart  by 
the  Baptism  vnth  the  Holy  Ghost. 

By  what  means  does  the  Holy  Spirit  sanctify 
the  heart?  He  is  to  “guide  into  all  truth,”  to 
“teach,”  to  endue  with  “power”  to  “help  our  in- 
firmities.” It  is  not  by  doing  these  that 

He  sanctifies;  this  He  does  for  the  believ- 
er who  already  has  the  Spirit.  Because 
of  not  understanding  this  or  having  a thor- 
ough understanding  of  God’s  types,  is  why 
there  are  so  many  doctrines  about  the 

work  of  the  Holy  Spirit  in  the  life  of 
Him  who  has  received  His  baptism.  Some 
would  have  us  believe  that  He  only  brings  power 
of  service;  that  He  subdues  or  suppresses  the 
“old  man.”  Some  would  have  us  believe  that  He 
does  not  cleanse;  that  He  only  fills  the  heart 
which  has  been  cleansed.  That  He  dwells  with- 
in to  give  gifts ; that  the  Spirit-baptized  believer 
has  certain  manifestations  which  are  positive 
proofs  of  His  indwelling.  He  does  endue  with 
power  for  service,  and  help  us  to  keep  under  our 
bodies,  our  infirmities,  but  not  sin.  He  does  help 
us  die  daily  to  self,  but  not  to  sin.  He  does  bring 
His  gifts,  and  there  are  seen  His  manifestations 
in  the  life  of  Him  who  is  filled  with  the  abiding 
Presence.  But  He  does  not  want  to  glorify  self 
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or  attract  attention  to  Himself.  He  came  to  glo- 
rify Christ.  He  can  only  do  this  by  making 
Christ,  not  Himself,  “our  Life.”  He  is  the  “sanc- 
tifier,” but  Christ  is  the  “sanctification.”  It  is 
He  who  has  preserved  the  precious  blood  of  Jesus 
Christ  and  applies  it  to  our  fallen  hearts  and 
thereby  “cleanses  us  from  all  sin.”  It  is  He,  when 
we  are  filled  with  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  makes  Je- 
sus Christ  our  “wisdom,  righteousness  and  sanc- 
tification and  redemption.”  (1  Cor.  1:30).  It  is 
the  blood  that  cleanses  from  sin.  We  are  cleansed 
from  sin,  not  because  the  blood  was  shed  on  Cal- 
vary, but  the  blood  is  applied  now  by  the  Holy 
Spirit.  We  thus  see  the  necessity  of  the  Baptism 
with  the  Holy  Spirit.  It  was  Pentecost  which 
ushered  in  this  age  of  heart  cleansing  by  the 
“filling.”  We  are  yet  in  the  Pentecostal  age  or 
time,  when  all  believers  by  an  act  of  consecration 
may  and  can  receive  the  filling  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 
It  is  the  understanding  of  the  Pentecost  Feast 
which  gives  a clear  understanding  of  sanctifica- 
tion, the  secret  of  which  is  the  Pentecostal  bless- 
ing. 


CHAPTER  X. 

PENTECOST  AND  THE  RETURN  OF  CHRIST. 

As  has  been  stated,  Pentecost  was  directly  be- 
tween the  Passover  week  and  the  Feast  of  the 
Trumpets.  There  were  two  months  between  the 
close  of  the  Passover  week  and  Pentecost.  There 
were  three  months  between  Pentecost  and  the 
Feast  of  the  Trumpets.  This  long  interval  is  evi- 
dently a type  of  the  Church  dispensation.* 

In  the  study  of  the  feasts  we  very  easily  see 
them  as  types,  and  in  the  study  of  the  New  Tes- 
tament, we  have  their  anti-t3^)es.  The  Passover 
Lamb  is  a type  of  Jesus  who  is  the  Lamb  slain  for 
our  sins.  The  Feast  of  Unleavened  Bread  has  its 
anti-type  in  the  Holy  Communion  of  believers 
and  Christ.  The  First  Fruits  has  its  anti-type  in 
the  resurrection  of  Christ,  He  becoming  the  first 
fruits  of  those  who  slept.  The  Pentecostal  Feast 
had  its  anti-type  in  the  great  day  of  Pentecost — 
the  coming  of  the  Holy  Spirit.  The  beginning  of 
the  dispensation  of  the  Holy  Spirit  is  sometimes 
referred  to  as  the  church  or  Pentecostal  dispen- 
sation. The  Feast  of  the  Trumpets  has  its  anti- 
type in  the  first  resurrection  at  which  time  the 
dead  in  Christ  shall  rise,  the  Holy  church  trans- 
lated, and  when  all  Israel  returns  to  the  promised 
land.  The  Feast  of  Atonement  has  its  anti-type 
in  the  atoning  for  all  the  sins  of  Israel  and  Israel 
is  to  accept  Christ  whom  she  has  crucified.  The 
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Feast  of  Jubilee  or  Tabernacle  has  its  anti-type  in 
the  coming  millennium. 

It  is  not  our  purpose  here  to  discuss  all  of 
these  feasts  in  detail  and  to  bring  out  their  anti- 
type in  all  of  their  fullness.  We  are  to  study  the 
relation  of  Pentecost,  the  outstanding  event, 
which  is  the  key  to  the  anti-tyi>es  of  the  Feast  of 
the  Trumpets,  the  Feast  of  Atonement,  and  the 
Feast  of  Jubilee.  However,  it  is  to  be  understood 
that  we  would  be  compelled  to  bring  out  some  of 
the  things  in  connection  with  these  types  and 
their  anti-types  in  order  to  understand  them  as 
we  should. 

In  getting  this  relation  clear  in  our  minds,  we 
will  have  to  go  back  to  the  Passover.  The  Pass- 
over  Feast  could  not  be  celebrated  without  look- 
ing to  the  coming  Pentecostal  Feast.  Every  Pass- 
over  pointed  to  a Pentecost.  There  could  be  no 
Pentecost  without  there  first  having  been  a Pass- 
over,  for  they  were  to  count  seven  Sabbaths  from 
the  day  of  the  Feast  of  the  First  Fruits,  and  on 
the  fiftieth  day  were  to  celebrate  the  Pentecostal 
Feast.  Taking  their  anti-tjT)e,  we  see  there  can 
be  no  accepting  of  Jesus  Christ  our  Passover 
Lamb  who  is  our  deliverance  from  the  bondage 
of  sin,  or  in  other  words,  our  regeneration,  with- 
out its  calling  our  attention  to  the  next  to  come — 
our  Pentecostal  experience,  the  filling  of  the 
spirit,  our  heart  cleansing.  So  if  we  are  to  ac- 
cept Jesus  Christ  as  the  Forgiver  of  sins,  we  must 
accept  Him  for  our  Cleanser  from  sin.  No  Pass- 
over — no  Pentecost;  no  forgiveness  of  sin — no 


110 


PENTECX)ST 


cleansing  from  sin.  On  the  other  hand,  no  Pente- 
cost, no  forgiveness.  We  cannot  accept  one  and 
reject  the  other.  The  children  of  Israel  could  not 
accept  the  Passover  without  accepting  a coming 
Pentecost;  so  we  cannot  accept  Jesus  Christ  to- 
day for  our  regeneration  then  turn  down  the  bap- 
tism with  the  Holy  Spirit  which  cleanses  our 
heart  by  the  application  of  the  blood  of  Jesus. 
Pentecost,  as  we  have  said,  is  the  central  feast. 
As  Passover  pointed  to  Pentecost  and  Pentecost 
back  to  Passover,  so  Pentecost  pointed  to  the 
Feast  of  Trumpets  and  the  Feast  of  Trumpets 
back  to  Pentecost.  And  going  still  further,  we 
find  that  the  Feast  of  Trumpets  pointed  to  the 
Feast  of  Jubilee  or  Tabernacle — a type  of  our 
millennium. 

The  Feast  of  Trumpets  is  a striking  type  of 
the  first  resurrection  and  the  rapture,  and  also 
the  return  of  Israel  to  Jerusalem.  Isa.  27 :13.  In 
our  study  of  the  tabernacle  years  ago  our  atten- 
tion was  attracted  to  the  redemption  silver  which 
was  used  in  the  building  of  the  tabernacle.  Ev- 
ery Israelite  was  commanded  to  bring  in  a cer- 
tain amount  of  redemption  silver,  every  man,  wo- 
man and  child  bringing  the  same  amount,  show- 
ing that  every  one’s  redemption  cost  the  same. 
Most  of  the  redemption  silver  was  used  in  the 
foundation  of  the  boards  in  the  wall  of  the  taber- 
nacle, The  boards  were  types  of  believers,  and 
the  foundation  of  silver,  a type  of  Christ  the  be- 
liever’s redemption.  In  this  we  see  that  all  be- 
lievers have  their  standing  in  Christ,  the  true  and 
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only  foundation.  When  the  amount  of  silver 
brought  in  by  the  children  of  Israel  is  compared 
to  that  used  in  the  tabernacle  we  find  that  the 
amount  used  in  the  tabernacle  did  not  take  the 
whole  of  the  redemption  silver.  The  thought  came 
to  me,  is  it  possible  that  God  gave  too  much  for 
the  redemption  of  man?  After  much  research 
I discovered  that  the  amount  left  over  from  the 
building  of  the  tabernacle  was  used  to  make  two 
silver  trumpets.  These  trumpets  were  used  in 
their  worship  and  especially  in  the  Feast  of  the 
Trumpets.  Now  we  find  that  the  Trumpets  are 
connected  with  the  resurrection  and  the  return  of 
Israel  to  Palestine,  1 Thess.  4:16;  1 Cor.  15:52; 
Matt.  24:31;  Isa.  27 :13.  It  does  seem  that  these 
Scriptures  make  it  plain  that  the  Feast  of 
Trumpets  is  a tsrpe  of  the  resurrection  and  the 
return  of  Israel,  and  that  both  are  to  take  place 
at  the  same  time. 

If  there  could  be  no  Pentecostal  Feast  with- 
out the  Feast  of  Trumpets  following,  we  can  only 
conclude  that  the  Pentecostal  experience  is  get- 
ting us  ready  for  the  resurrection  and  the  rap- 
ture. Israel  could  not  hope  to  ignore  the  Pente- 
costal Feast  and  then  enjoy  the  Feast  of  the 
Trumpets,  for  this  feast  dated  from  the  Pente- 
cost; neither  can  a believer  today  ignore  the  Pen- 
tecostal experience  or  clean  heart  by  the  baptism 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  and  expect  to  be  in  the  first 
resurrection.  It  seems  to  have  been  an  intense 
desire  of  Paul  to  be  in  the  first  resurrection.  To 
him  this  was  the  “high  calling  in  Christ,”  and  for 
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this  purpose  only,  he  pressed  on.  Again,  in  read- 
ing his  epistles,  when  he  refers  to  the  coming  of 
Christ  he  connects  in  some  way  with  it  the  cleans- 
ing from  sin.  Titus  2:12-15;  1 Thess.  3:13. 
Not  only  did  Paul  make  it  necessary  for  us  to  be 
holy  for  the  coming  of  our  Lord ; but  John  him- 
self in  Revelation  states  the  same  necessity^ — 
“blessed  and  holy  is  he  who  has  part  in  the  first 
resurrection.”  No,  we  do  not  preach  the  baptism 
with  the  Holy  Spirit  as  a spiritual  luxury,  or 
something  which  we  can  accept  or  turn  down  at 
our  own  convenience.  It  is  not  optional  with  us. 
If  Israel  were  to  enjoy  the  Feast  of  Trumpets 
she  must  have  her  Pentecost;  if  we  are  to  have 
part  in  the  rapture  we  must  be  made  holy  by  the 
baptism  of  the  Holy  Spirit. 

The  Scripture  teaches  that  the  dead  in  Christ 
shall  rise  first  and  that  those  who  remain  shall  be 
changed  and  caught  up  in  the  air  with  the  resur- 
rected dead  and  thus  shall  they  ever  be  with  the 
Lord.  Christ  does  not  return  at  this  time  to  the 
earth  to  reign,  but  returns  in  the  air  to  meet  the 
bride.  At  the  time  of  the  resurrection,  Israel, 
who  has  been  scattered  among  all  nations,  is  now 
to  return,  and  will  begin  to  function  again  as  a 
nation. 

Israel  had  to  be  punished  severely  by  God  for 
her  idol  worship,  but  after  her  captivity,  when 
she  returned  to  the  promised  land,  never  again 
did  they  worship  idols.  God  has  chosen  them  as 
a people  through  whom  Christ  was  to  come,  but 
they  rejected  Him,  and  consequently  God  has 
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punished  them  by  allowing  them  to  be  scattered 
among  all  nations,  God  has  promised  that  they 
shall  return  to  Jerusalem,  and  at  this  time  they 
will  remain  forever,  in  a country  which  he  gave 
to  their  father  Abraham,  They  are  now  learn- 
ing their  lesson,  and  never  again  will  they  be  dis- 
obedient to  God,  After  they  have  functioned  for 
awhile  as  a nation,  and  the  anti-Christ  has 
broken  the  covenant  with  them,  he  then  under- 
takes to  force  the  remnant  to  worship  him.  When 
they  refuse  to  do  this  he  gathers  his  forces  near 
Jerusalem  to  force  them,  6r  destroy  them  if  they 
do  not  consent  to  accept  him  as  God,  Jesus 
Christ  at  this  time  returns  to  earth  with  His 
bride  and  destroys  the  anti-Christ  with  the 
brightness  of  His  coming.  At  this  coming,  shall 
Israel  see  Him  whom  they  crucified  and  shall 
gladly  accept  Him  as  their  king.  Never  again 
will  Israel  turn  away  from  God.  This  is  her 
atonement  of  which  the  Feast  of  Atonement  is  a 
type.  This  feast  was  held  ten  days  after  the 
Feast  of  Trumpets.  Five  days  after  the  Feast  of 
Atonement  on  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  month  they 
began  celebrating  the  Feast  of  Tabernacles  or 
Jubilee.  This  feast  was  held  for  eight  days,  at 
which  time  all  Israel  lived  in  booths.  In  the  great 
Jubilee  year  all  slaves  were  freed,  debts  were  can- 
celled, everyone  was  placed  on  an  equal  basis.  The 
land  enjoyed  a Sabbath  of  rest — a beautiful  type 
of  "the  time  when  our  Lord  shall  reign  on  the 
earth  for  a thousand  years ; when  all  wrongs  are 
to  be  righted;  “when  he  shall  teach  the  nations 
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to  war  no  more."  They  shall  then  “beat  their 
swords  into  ploughshares  and  their  spears  into 
pruning-hooks.”  Blessed  thought,  that  a time  is 
coming  when  “righteousness  shall  cover  the  earth 
as  waters  cover  the  sea."  To  all  this,  Pentecost 
has  a very  vital  relation.  In  this  dispensation  of 
the  Holy  Spirit,  he  is  now  gathering  out  the  bride. 
He  is  making  the  necessary  preparation  for  the 
reign  of  the  bridegroom  on  earth. 

We  have  often  heard  it  said,  that  when  Je- 
sus, while  on  the  cross  said,  “It  is  finished,”  that 
the  redemption  of  the  human  race  was  finished 
at  this  time.  No — the  plan  of  redemption  was 
not  completed  then,  nor  was  it  completed  when  He 
came  forth  from  the  grave,  a resurrected  Christ, 
therefore  guaranteeing  to  all  who  believe  on  Him, 
resurrection.  Redemption  will  not  be  completed 
until  he  resurrects  the  human  body  and  gives  to 
His  holy  ones  a glorified  body, — one  like  His  own. 
Redemption  even  means  more  than  this.  The  res- 
urrection or  redemption  of  our  bodies  is  a part, 
but  the  deliverance  of  all  creation  from  the  curse 
of  sin  is  the  completion  of  redemption,  Romans 
8:22,  23.  This  is  not  done  until  Jesus  returns 
with  His  bride  and  Satan  is  chained  in  the  bot- 
tomless pit.  Redemption  is  not  completed  until 
our  Lord  has  given  us  our  glorified  bodies  by 
the  resurrection  power  and  has  satisfied  the 
groans  of  all  creation.  This,  my  dear  reader,  is 
indeed  a blessed  hope.  Some  may  question  the 
literal  reign  of  Christ  upon  earth ; but  I must  say, 
if  my  hope  is  destroyed  in  the  promise  of  a literal 
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resurrection  of  the  human  body,  and  a personal 
reign  of  Christ  on  the  earth,  I fear  my  faith  in 
the  plan  of  salvation  would  be  destroyed.  God’s 
plan  for  the  ruling  of  a world  was  that  of  theoc- 
racy. He  planned  for  the  human  race  to  live  in 
the  Garden  where  He  could  come  and  be  with 
them,  and  have  communion  and  fellowship  with 
them.  The  enemy  came  in  and  caused  man  to  sin, 
thus  separating  him  from  God,  destroying  the 
possibility  of  the  home  in  the  Garden  of  Eden  and 
further,  causing  the  earth  and  all  nature  to  suf- 
fer under  a curse.  God  will  never  let  these  things 
continue  ever  thus.  The  bodies  that  lie  now  in 
the  grave  shall  rise  again,  “it  (the  body)  is  sown 
in  corruption;  it  is  raised  in  incorruption.”  “It 
(the  body)  is  sown  in  dishonor,  it  is  raised  in 
glory.”  When  God  created  man  He  gave  to  him 
a body,  the  best  possible  dwelling  place  for  the 
soul  and  spirit.  The  enemy  brought  death  to  this 
body,  Gk)d  must  give  back  to  the  soul  and  spirit 
the  same  body  in  a far  better  condition 
than  when  first  possessed  by  the  soul.  The 
hindering  of  the  plan  that  God  had  for 
the  direct  reign  of  Himself  over  and  with  His 
people  is  only  temporary.  God  will  overthrow 
the  kingdom  of  the  prince  of  this  world,  and  shall 
reign  with  His  people  here  on  earth.  Then  it  shall 
blossom  again  with  all  of  her  former  Edenic 
beauty.  We  are  exhorted  to  comfort  one  another 
with  these  things.  Why  should  we  question  His 
right  to  return  and  reign  here?  It  is  His  pur- 
chased possession.  If  He  came  the  first  time  and 
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made  His  dwelling  place  a manger,  why  should  he 
be  deprived  of  the  privilege  of  coming  the  sec- 
ond time  in  all  of  His  glory  with  ten  thousand  of 
His  saints?  If  He  were  born  between  two  cows 
and  crucified  between  two  thieves  why  should  He 
not  be  allowed  to  remove  from  the  animal  king- 
dom its  destructive  nature,  and  from  man  his 
fallen  condition,  and  thus  make  it  possible  that 
nothing  shall  “hurt  or  destroy  in  my  holy  moun- 
tain, saith  the  Lord.”  If  He  wore  the  robe  in 
Pilate’s  hall  and  held  in  His  hand  a reed  for  a 
scepter,  why  should  He  not  be  allowed  to  wear 
the  royal  robe  and  be  crowned  King  of  all?  If  He 
wore  a crown  of  thorns,  signifying  that  He  bore 
the  curse  of  nature,  why  should  He  not  be  allowed 
to  cause  the  earth  to  produce  instead  of  a thorn 
a fir  tree,  and  instead  of  a briar,  the  myrtle  tree, 
and  be  crowned  King  and  thus  occupy  the  throne 
of  His  father  David  ? If  he  hung  on  the  cross  on 
Golgotha  why  should  He  not  be  allowed  to  let  His 
feet  rest  again  on  Mount  Olivet?  He  came  the 
first  time  a wee  piece  of  pink  humanity,  “with  a 
tear  on  his  cheek  for  a scepter  and  the  snow 
white  breast  of  a virgin  mother  for  a throne.” 
He  is  coming  again  in  all  His  glory,  when  every 
eye  shall  see  Him.  Then  the  kingdoms  of  this 
world  shall  become  His  kingdom,  and  this  king- 
dom shall  never  end. 
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